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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing the Legislative Research Commission to establish a task force to study issues related to postsecondary education appropriations and student financial aid.

WHEREAS, in 1997, the Kentucky General Assembly enacted the Postsecondary Education Reform Act (House Bill 1), acknowledged nationally as the most sweeping higher education legislation of any state over the past two decades; and

WHEREAS, the Postsecondary Education Reform Act of 1997 was predicated on the principle that the general welfare and material well-being of the citizens of the Commonwealth depend upon the development of a well-educated and highly trained workforce; and 

WHEREAS, as part of the Postsecondary Education Reform Act of 1997, the General Assembly set forth goals to be achieved on behalf of the people of the Commonwealth by the year 2020, as codified in KRS 164.003; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly noted in the statute that "the achievement of these goals will only be accomplished through increased educational attainment at all levels"; and

WHEREAS, to reach the national average, the number of Kentuckians holding a bachelor’s degree would need to nearly double from 402,000 in the year 2000 to 791,000 by the year 2020; and

WHEREAS, as of the year 2011, Kentucky’s bachelor’s degree recipients totaled 592,000, leaving the Commonwealth only eight years to gain the additional 199,000 degrees needed to meet the national average; and

WHEREAS, between the passage of the Postsecondary Education Reform Act of 1997 and the 2011-2012 academic year, tuition at public universities has increased dramatically, state appropriations have been cut significantly, financial aid provided by the state has been increased, and bachelor degree production is not on pace to meet the goal of 791,000 Kentuckians with a bachelor's degree by 2020;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1. The Legislative Research Commission is directed to establish a task force to study the issues related to postsecondary education appropriations, the setting of tuition, and student financial aid, and to assess possible options for the creation of guidelines specific to the allocation of state appropriations and efficient use of state funds reserved for financial aid. Areas of investigation shall include but not be limited to a review of the following:

(1)
 Existing policies and practices at the institutional level that govern the setting of tuition and student financial aid;

(2)
Existing policies and practices at the statewide level that relate to student financial aid; and 

(3)
Existing practices for ascertaining statewide postsecondary budget requests and appropriations.

Section 2. (1) The task force of the Legislative Research Commission shall be appointed by August 1, 2013, and shall be composed of the following members, with final membership of the task force being subject to the consideration and approval of the Legislative Research Commission:

(a)
The chair of the Senate Education Committee or his or her designee;

(b)
The chair of the House Education Committee or his or her designee;

(c)
Three members of the Senate, two to be appointed by the President of the Senate, and one to be appointed by the Minority Floor Leader of the Senate;

(d)
Three members of the House of Representatives, two to be appointed by the Speaker of the House, and one to be appointed by the Minority Floor Leader of the House;

(e)
The president of the Council on Postsecondary Education or his or her designee;

(f)
The executive director of the Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority or his or her designee;

(g)
Additional members as needed, as determined by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(h)
A president from one of the public research universities or his or her designee, as chosen by the Advisory Conference of Presidents as defined in KRS 164.021;

(i)
A president from one of the public comprehensive universities or his or her designee, as chosen by the Advisory Conference of Presidents as defined in KRS 164.021;

(j)
The president of the Kentucky Community and Technical College System or his or her designee;

(k)
The president of the Association of Independent Kentucky Colleges and Universities or his or her designee; and

(l)
The secretary of the Education and Workforce Development Cabinet or his or her designee.

(2)
The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall each appoint one co-chair of the task force from among the members of the task force.

Section 3. The task force shall report its findings to the Legislative Research Commission, the Interim Joint Committee on Education, and the Interim Joint Committee on Appropriations and Revenues no later than November 29, 2013, and shall make recommendations to improve the allocation of state appropriations and efficient use of state funds reserved for student financial aid.

Section 4. The Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof and to designate a study completion date.
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