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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1555


	Bill #:
	HB 374


	Bill Subject/Title:
	An ACT relating to crimes and punishments


	Sponsor:
	Rep. Will Coursey


	Unit of Government:
	X
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	X
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	Local law enforcement; County Jails


	Requirement:
	x
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	x
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 374 amends KRS 525.135 by changing the criminal charge for torturing a dog or cat from a Class A misdemeanor to a Class D felony.

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 374 on local governments is expected to be minimal. Law enforcement officials said that their officers have to respond to reports of criminal acts against animals regardless of whether the offense is a misdemeanor or a felony. Officials did note that raising the charge from a Class A misdemeanor to a Class D felony might require their officers to testify in court more often, but they felt this would have a minimal fiscal impact. 

Local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating individuals who are charged with a misdemeanor or felon (if they do not make bail) until disposition of the case. Therefore, incarceration cost may not change prior to sentencing. Upon sentencing, most Class D felons are housed in any one of 79 full service jails for the duration of their sentence. The state pays local jailers at the rate of $31.34 a day for these prisoners. This amount may or may not cover the cost of housing the felon in a local facility.

	Data Source(s):
	LRC staff; Kentucky Sheriff's Association
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