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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of William Everett "Big Bill" Johnson.

WHEREAS, William E. Johnson is a native son of the Commonwealth and was born in Pendleton County, Kentucky, on March 20, 1932; and

WHEREAS, while spending his childhood years working in tobacco fields and hay fields, William E. Johnson read The Great Mouthpiece by William Fallon, A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court by Mark Twain, and the Earl Stanley Gardener series that created Perry Mason. These literary works inspired Mr. Johnson to pursue a career in law; and

WHEREAS, William E. Johnson studied law at Eastern State College before being called to military service after being commissioned as a 2nd lieutenant. Mr. Johnson served two years in the United States Army and then earned his law degree from the University of Kentucky in 1957. Shortly thereafter Mr. Johnson began practicing law and laid the foundation for what would become one of Frankfort's best know law firms today, Johnson, True & Guarnieri; and

WHEREAS, William E. Johnson is known as one of the best trial lawyers in the United States and at one point went 11 years without losing a case; and

WHEREAS, William E. Johnson has served in several professional organizations dedicated to the advancement and study of law. Mr. Johnson is a member of the Franklin County, Kentucky, and American Bar Associations. He served as Assistant County Attorney from 1965 to 1966 and served as president of the Franklin County Bar Association in 1980. Mr. Johnson served the Kentucky Bar Association as a member of the House of Delegates from 1971 to 1980, and on the Board of Governors as Chairman of the House of Delegates from 1979 to 1980. He served as Bar Governor from 1981 to 1983; and his service to the Bar Association continues with his election as vice-president for a one-year term to begin in July 2012, and with potential future terms as president-elect, and then as president. Mr. Johnson is a member of The Association of Trial Lawyers of America, serving on its Board of Governors from 1979 to 1983, a member of the Kentucky Academy of Trial Attorneys, serving as president in 1979, a member of the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, and a member of the Kentucky Criminal Defense Lawyers, serving as president in 1990; and

WHEREAS, William E. Johnson's lifetime of dedicated work and achievement, his high ethical and moral standards, professionalism, and excellent character has earned him prestigious positions as a Fellow with the American Board of Criminal Lawyers, the American College of Trial Lawyers, and the International Academy of Trial Lawyers; and

WHEREAS, William E. Johnson's knowledge and wisdom in the field of law has been sought by fellow attorneys, students, and scholars across the Commonwealth for decades. Mr. Johnson has published several articles concerning the practice of law in professional journals and has been a contributing author to several books including the Kentucky Appellate Handbook, published by Banks-Baldwin in 1985, and Impeachment of Witnesses, published by Shepherd's-McGraw Hill in 1990; and

WHEREAS, William E. Johnson recently celebrated his 80th birthday on March 20th, 2012, and will reach another milestone this year as he celebrates 55 years of marriage to his loving wife, Jacqueline Johnson, on December 23, 2012;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate hereby congratulates William E. "Big Bill" Johnson on the occasion of his 80th birthday and honors him for a lifetime of service and achievement in the practice of law.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor and recognition of William E. "Big Bill" Johnson.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Julian M. Carroll, 702 Capitol Avenue, Annex Room 229, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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