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A RESOLUTION honoring the Hazard High School Bulldogs, 2011 KHSAA Class A State Football Champions.

WHEREAS, on December 2, 2011, in front of 5,386 fans at Houchens Industries L.T. Smith Stadium in Bowling Green, the Hazard High School Bulldogs defeated the Mayfield High School Cardinals by a score of 24-6 to garner the 2011 KHSAA Class A Football Championship; and

WHEREAS, the championship game was a rematch of the previous year's final, which Mayfield won by a score of 47-6, and by ending the heavily favored Cardinals' 29 game winning streak and avenging that loss, the Bulldogs earned the first state football championship in Hazard High School's storied athletic history; and

WHEREAS, the Bulldogs lost only two games all year, both to schools in higher classifications, and reeled off ten wins in a row to cap their championship season with a record of 12-2; and

WHEREAS, during their ten game winning streak to end the season, the Bulldogs dominated their opponents, winning every game by at least 18 points, and on the season outscored their opponents by an average score of 42-14; and

WHEREAS, The Bulldogs' defensive dominance was the story of the final, as they held Mayfield to just 26 yards rushing and intercepted five Mayfield passes, the last of which was returned 24 yards for a touchdown by B.J. Combs with just over two minutes remaining to provide the final margin of victory; and

WHEREAS, in addition to Combs, senior captains for the Bulldogs included Zack Blanton, Jacob Cody, Jacob Fields, Jordan Hampton, Deion Harris, Daniel Jones, Dylan Logan, Eric Mason, Zack Miller, and Patrick Patula; and

WHEREAS, the Bulldogs were led by head coach Mark Dixon, who was ably assisted by Chuck Fugate, Dan Howard, Tim Koogler, Brad Bolen, J.J. Baker, Gary Roll, Butch Asher, Ronald Combs, Wade Lindon, Aster Sizemore, Dennis Harris, Sam Whitehead, J.J. Montgomery, Durrell Olinger, and Dwayne Siggers; and

WHEREAS, the perseverance, dedication and teamwork exhibited by the Hazard Bulldogs in capturing the school's first football championship should serve as a role model for the youth of the Commonwealth, and is deserving of public recognition and acclaim;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this Honorable Body, both individually and collectively, hereby congratulate the Hazard High School Bulldogs, Head Coach Mark Dixon, the assistant coaches and staff, Athletic Director Al Holland, Principal Happy Mobelini, and the entire community of Hazard upon winning the 2011 KHSAA Class A Football Championship, and wish the school, its players, and its coaches good fortune in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate shall transmit copies of this Resolution to Senator Brandon Smith for presentation to the team.
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