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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor and loving memory of James Lawrence "Jim" Rose.

WHEREAS, James Lawrence "Jim" Rose was born in 1938 in Clay County, Kentucky. Mr. Rose departed this earthly life in Lexington, Kentucky, on December 19, 2011, at the age of 73 from complications of a recent heart attack; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Rose's life impacted and deeply touched the lives of thousands of Kentuckians. Friends describe Mr. Rose as a man who knew something about everything, including operating a bulldozer and running a bank or business like nobody else. His good friends knew him for his modesty, as a man who wanted others to think he was just like any other Kentuckian, but he was not. He is remembered by friends for his passion and love for the Commonwealth, and the University of Kentucky basketball program. Mr. Rose was proud to be from Eastern Kentucky and always loved to do things he believed would help people. Mr. Rose made the Commonwealth a better place, and friends have expressed that we may never know the full footprint of all that this philanthropist has truly left behind for future generations to come. Few will ever know all that Mr. Rose truly accomplished during his lifetime since he would not discuss all of his contributions and achievements. He was driven by generosity, not by recognition from others; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Rose was a faithful member of the Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington, Kentucky. Mr. Rose graduated from Berea Foundation High School and attended Berea College and the University of Kentucky. In 1985, he received an honorary doctorate in business administration from the University of the Cumberlands; and

WHEREAS, in 1959, Mr. Rose began his business career in Clay County, Kentucky, by starting a small coal company. Through internal growth and external acquisitions, he grew the coal business dramatically over the following three decades. Upon his retirement in November of 1993, the aggregate production and marketing capabilities of these companies made them one of the top three producers of coal in the Commonwealth. His companies received numerous national awards for operating the safest coal mines and for having the best Mine Rescue Team in the United States; and

WHEREAS, in 1978, Mr. Rose entered the banking business by acquiring a bank in his hometown of Manchester, Kentucky. Mr. Rose formed a bank holding company, United Bancorp of Kentucky, Inc., and acquired seven additional banks located in London, Danville, Nicholasville, Richmond, Versailles, Corbin, and Harlan. In 1995, United Bancorp of Kentucky, Inc. merged with National City Corporation. Although not a part of United Bancorp of Kentucky, Inc., Mr. Rose separately acquired the Bank of Lexington & Trust Company in 1983 and later sold it to Liberty National Bank & Trust Company of Louisville, now known as JPMorgan Chase Bank, NA. The sale allowed Mr. Rose and his wife to devote more time to civic and community activities. Grateful for all his accomplishments, Mr. Rose believed that when you take something out of this world you ought to put something back; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Rose throughout his life was active in a number of civic and charitable organizations. He served on the Board of Trustees of the University of Kentucky, Centre College of Kentucky, and Lees College as well as the Albert B. Chandler Medical Center at the University of Kentucky. He was a founding member of the Commonwealth Endowment for Kentucky Educational Television. He served as a member of the State Investment Commission for the Commonwealth, and as a member or director of numerous trade associations involving the coal and banking industries; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Rose's generosity extended to devoting his time and funding to numerous pursuits including funding projects such as an expansion of the Cardinal Hill Rehabilitation Hospital. His wife, Judy, was the primary driving force behind the family's involvement at Cardinal Hill, but he was always there in the background supporting his wife in what she wanted to do. Mr. Rose also devoted immeasurable time to the Lexington Christian Academy, where he was instrumental in the development, finance, and construction of the 75-acre "Rose Campus" on Reynolds Road in Lexington, Kentucky. He was proud to invest in the future of Kentucky students. He wanted the Lexington Christian Academy to be a place that kids could come, learn, and receive a top notch education; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Rose's life ended at the Lexington Christian Academy, the very place he loved so dearly and where the "Rose Campus" was named after him in his honor. A family man, he suffered a heart attack there while watching his grandson play basketball; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Rose was preceded in death by his son, Dwayne Scott Rose. He is survived by his beloved wife of 49 years, Judy Sizemore Rose, and by his son, James F. "Jamie" Rose (and his wife, Kris) and by his daughter, Sonya Rose Hiler (and her husband, Ken), all of Lexington, Kentucky. He is also survived by eight grandchildren and by three step-grandchildren;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its most profound sense of sorrow and proffers its sincerest condolences to the family and friends of James Lawrence "Jim" Rose.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of James Lawrence "Jim" Rose.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Tom Jensen for delivery to the family.
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