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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor and loving memory of Bernard M. Trager.

WHEREAS, Bernard M. Trager was born in Louisville, Kentucky, in 1928. A graduate of Male High School, he served in the United States Air Force from 1950 to 1952, and thereafter returned to, and resided continuously in, Louisville for the duration of his life. He worked in the field of banking and finance, and he co-founded Union Trust, a Kentucky Industrial Loan Corporation, in 1958, where he also served as chief executive officer. In 1977, Union Trust and its subsidiaries in Kentucky, Indiana, and Ohio became part of Commercial Credit of Baltimore, Maryland, and Mr. Trager continued to serve as president, chief executive officer, and chairman of the board of Union Trust. He was an executive consultant for Commercial Credit Company, a subsidiary of Control Data; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Trager founded Republic Bancorp, Inc., its roots dating to 1977 following the acquisition of a more than 80 year old Shelby County bank that was renamed Republic Bank. The company grew to become the largest Kentucky-based financial institution, and he served as its chairman until the time of his passing; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Trager was active in improving his community. He was the former director of the Fund for the Arts, the Cathedral Heritage Foundation, Greater Louisville Inc./The Metro Chamber of Commerce, the Boy Scouts of America, the Louisville Community Foundation, the Louisville/Jefferson County Redevelopment Authority, and the Health Enterprises Network. He was honored as an adopted alumnus of the University of Louisville, and he was a member and former chairman of the University of Louisville Board of Overseers; and

WHEREAS, for his contributions, Mr. Trager was named Professional Entrepreneur of the Year by Louisville's Entrepreneur Society. He was an honorary member of the Golden Key National Honor Society, a member of the Louisville Male High School Hall of Fame, and a recipient of the Grover Sales Distinguished Alumni Award from Louisville Male High School, and he was inducted into the Junior Achievement Business Hall of Fame. In 2011, he received the Louisvillian of the Year Award from the Advertising Federation of Louisville; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Trager and his wife, Jean, received the 1999 Weisberg Brotherhood Award from the National Conference for Community and Justice. They also received the Caritas Foundation Community Leaders of the Year award in 2003; the University of Louisville's Hickman-Camp Award for their support of the university's athletic department; and the Blanche B. Ottenheimer Award from the Jewish Community Center in 2006. In June 2012, Mr. Trager and his wife were recognized by the University of Louisville with the naming of Trager Plaza, which was a plaza that had been renovated with their monetary assistance and with their donation of a sculpture; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Trager took great joy in his family. Despite his success in business and extensive service to his community, he always devoted himself primarily to loving and nurturing his family; and

WHEREAS, Bernard M. Trager traversed this earthly realm on February 10, 2012, and an entire community joins his friends and family in mourning his loss. He was preceded in death by his parents, Samuel Trager and Bess Trager Baum and Morton F. Baum, and his brother, Edward M. Trager. He is survived by his beloved wife of 56 years, Jean S. Trager; two children, Shelly Trager Kusman and, Steve (Amy) Trager; his grandchildren, Michael, Andrew, and Brett Trager Kusman, and Kevin and Emily Trager; and his brother, Alan (Roz) Trager;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate expresses its most profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Bernard M. Trager, and extends its heartfelt sympathy to his family, friends, and community.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of Bernard M. Trager.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Tim Shaughnessy for delivery to the family.
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