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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1561 R2


	Bill #:
	SB 192


	Bill Subject/Title:
	Fire protection districts


	Sponsor:
	Senator Tim Shaughnessy


	Unit of Government:
	 
	City
	 
	County
	 
	Urban-County

	
	 
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	 
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	Fire districts; county clerks


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	X
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
SB 192 creates new sections of KRS Chapter 75 to allow fire districts within a county containing consolidated local governments to convert to an alternative tax structure.  Currently, fire districts which are separate taxing districts have a tax structure that is capped at $ .10 per $100 of assessed value.  The alternative would permit a fire district to tax at a rate in excess of that cap under procedures set out in the measure.

The alternative would be accomplished through an election held in conjunction with the annual election of trustees of the fire protection district.  SB 192 provides two methods for initiating the process.  A majority of the trustees of the existing fire district may vote to place the question on the ballot for the annual meeting or citizens may petition to include the question on the ballot.  If the latter method is used, a petition committee is required to notify the county clerk prior to circulating the petition, and the county clerk is required to notify the petition committee of all statutory requirements associated with the petition process and to notify the fire district’s board of trustees.  The county clerk is also responsible for certifying the petition which must be signed by property owners equal in number to at least 20 percent of the total number of votes cast in the last election held in the fire district.
If the property owners within a fire district vote to change their taxing structure, SB 192 permits the trustees of the fire district to levy a tax in an amount that will raise revenue for the proposed budget without adhering to the advertising and recall provisions of KRS 132.023, but all subsequent ad valorem tax rates would be subject to those provisions.  
Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of SB 192 on local government is minimal.  

SB 192 only applies to the 17 fire districts located within Jefferson County since Jefferson County is the only county containing a consolidated local government.  It is not known how many of these fire districts will opt for the new taxing option, but since fire districts are independent taxing districts, the measure should not affect Louisville Metro Government.  
If a petition is circulated requesting that the issue be put on the ballot of the next election of fire district trustees, the County Clerk is required to certify petition signatures.  The Jefferson County Clerk indicates certification of signatures could be done at minimal cost as long as the office is not required to do title searches to certify signers are property owners.  If the clerk should be required to do title searches, the estimated cost in terms of staff time is $10,000 per petition.
	Data Source(s):
	LRC staff; Ky Association of Fire Chiefs; Jefferson County Clerk
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