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AN ACT relating to hunter education.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 150 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a)
"Adult" means a person who is eighteen (18) years old or older;

(b)
"Course completion card" means the card issued by the department or another state, province, or country to a hunter who has successfully completed a hunter education course; and

(c)
"Hunter education instructor" means a person who has been certified by the department to instruct or assist in the instruction of the Kentucky hunter education program.

(2)
The department shall establish and oversee the Kentucky hunter education certification program and Kentucky bow hunter education certification program to promote safe hunting, responsible wildlife management, and conservation of wildlife, and shall develop course and other requirements for achievement of hunter and bow hunter education certification by administrative regulations promulgated pursuant to KRS Chapter 13A.

(3)
The completion requirement of the Kentucky hunter education certification program or Kentucky bow hunter education certification program shall be satisfied by the completion of another state's hunter education certification program or bow hunter education certification program that meets the same minimum requirements of the respective Kentucky education program.

(4)
Except as otherwise provided in subsection (6) of this section, a hunter born on or after January 1, 1975, shall:

(a)
If hunting and in possession of a firearm, carry a valid hunter education course completion card or other proof verifying that the hunter has completed the hunter education course requirements established by administrative regulation; or 

(b)
If bow hunting, carry a bow hunter education course completion card or other proof that the bow hunter has completed the bow hunter education course requirements established by administrative regulation.


A valid hunter education or bow hunter education course completion card shall be presented to a state conservation officer upon request.

(5)
The department may use computerized, electronic, or other formats to administer and award hunter education certification. These certifications may be conducted on a regional or other basis upon the approval of the commission.

(6)
The department shall provide for the following exemptions to hunter education or bow hunter education course requirements and other requirements promulgated by the department in administrative regulations:

(a)
A person under twelve (12) years of age shall not be required to carry a hunter education or bow hunter course completion card when hunting if accompanied by an adult who meets the hunter or bow hunter education requirement and who shall remain in position to take immediate control of the minor's bow or firearm. However, one (1) adult who meets the hunter education requirement shall not accompany more than two (2) exempt persons under the age of twelve (12) at the same time;

(b)
A person exempt from a hunting license requirement shall not be required to carry a hunter education or bow hunter education course completion card; and

(c)
A temporary hunter education requirement exemption shall be available to all other persons to whom the hunter education course or bow hunter education course requirements would otherwise apply, subject to the following requirements:

1.
A temporary hunter education exemption shall be valid for one (1) year from the date that it is obtained;

2.
A person shall not be eligible for more than three (3) temporary exemptions; and

3.
To validate the temporary exemption, a person shall:

a.
Obtain a temporary hunter education exemption permit from the department for a fee;

b.
Carry the temporary exemption permit while hunting; and

c.
Be accompanied by an adult who meets the hunter education requirement and who shall remain in position to take immediate control of the exempted hunter's bow or firearm while hunting.

(7)
The department shall promulgate administrative regulations establishing hunter education instructor certification requirements to assist in administering the Kentucky hunter education certification and Kentucky bow hunter education certification programs.
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