Local Mandate Fiscal Impact Estimate

Kentucky Legislative Research Commission
2012 Regular Session 
     
Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1676


	Bill #:
	SB 162 GA


	Bill Subject/Title:
	 Registered geologists


	Sponsor:
	Senator Joe Bowen


	Unit of Government:
	 
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	 
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	 
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	Local legislative bodies


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	X
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
SB 162 GA deletes the definition of “qualified geologist” and increases the number of members on the Board of Registration for Professional Geologists from four to five.  Board members are required to be registered geologists.  SB 162 GA permits the state geologist to name a designee to serve on the board.  The board is given specific investigational authority, and it may notify law enforcement authorities of suspected violations.  Appeals of board actions by Kentucky residents may be taken to the Circuit Court of the county where the person resides or where the person has their principal office.  Appeals of board actions by out-of-state residents may be taken to Franklin Circuit Court.  Until 7/31/2013, an individual who serves in a geologic position or performs geologic work for a local or state government may become a registered geologist by meeting the prescribed educational, experience, and examination requirements.  After 7/1/2015, employees of state and local governments who are engaged in providing geological services for their employment must meet all registration requirements.  The Board is allowed to discipline a licensee by imposing an administrative fine of up to $1,000 per violation.  SB 162 GA allows the board to discipline a licensee who is convicted of a felony involving sexual misconduct or a crime where dishonesty is a necessary element.
Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of SB 162 GA on local governments is expected to be nil.
The exact number of local governments who employ geologists is unknown, but it is likely very small, according to the Board of Registration for Professional Geologists.  There are about 1,500 geologists registered in Kentucky, 500 of who are Kentucky residents.  The number of those geologists working for local governments who are not already registered geologists is estimated to be minute.

No provisions have been found that require a local government to pay a registration fee, educational fee, or a possible fine for an individual performing geologic work for a local government.  Payment of these items would be optional for local government.

	Data Source(s):
	LRC Staff; Board of Registration for Professional Geologists


	Preparer:
	Clint Newman
	Reviewer:
	     
	Date:
	     


Page 1

