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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1310


	Bill #:
	SB 129


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to medical marijuana.


	Sponsor:
	Senator Perry Clark


	Unit of Government:
	X
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	X
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	Local law enforcement, local jails


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	X
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
SB 129 is entitled the Gatewood Galbraith Memorial Medical Marijuana Act.  The bill reclassifies marijuana from a Schedule I to a Schedule II controlled substance.  The rescheduling of marijuana allows it to be prescribed by a physician.  Individuals prescribed marijuana may possess a maximum of 5 ounces of marijuana during any one month period.  A person prescribed marijuana may cultivate and possess five or fewer marijuana plants for personal medicinal use.

SB 129 requires the Kentucky Board of Pharmacy to promulgate administrative regulations creating a supplemental certification program for pharmacies to distribute marijuana to individuals with a lawful prescription.         

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of SB 129 on local governments is indeterminable.  
SB 129 establishes a state framework for the legalization of medical marijuana.  It is unknown how many individuals will seek out and qualify to obtain legal prescriptions.  It is also unknown how many of these individuals currently obtain marijuana illegally.  Possession and cultivation of marijuana without a valid prescription remains illegal.  Undoubtedly, there will be a decrease in marijuana related arrests; and therefore, a decrease in prosecution and incarceration costs for local governments.  However, these figures are unquantifiable.   

The costs to local governments resulting from the limited legalization of a previously banned intoxicating substance are unknown.     

It is important to note that marijuana is illegal under the Federal Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. Sec. 801, et seq.).  The DEA believes marijuana has no valid medical purpose and continues to target “criminals engaged in the cultivation and trafficking of marijuana;” even in states that have approved the use of “medical” marijuana. (U.S. Department of Justice, Drug Enforcement Administration, “The DEA Position on Marijuana,” (2011) p.2).         

	Data Source(s):
	Drug Enforcement Administration; LRC Staff


	Preparer:
	Matt Ross
	Reviewer:
	     
	Date:
	     


Page 1

