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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1406


	Bill #:
	HB 408


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to jailers and their deputies


	Sponsor:
	Rep. Will Coursey


	Unit of Government:
	 
	City
	x
	County
	x
	Urban-County

	
	x
	Charter County
	x
	Consolidated Local
	x
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	fiscal courts, jailers


	Requirement:
	 
	Mandatory
	x
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	 
	Modifies Existing
	x
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
This legislation provides that a jailer in a county without a jail may employ deputy jailers by the county judge/executive with the approval of the fiscal court. If approved the jailer would be liable on his official bond for the deputies’ conduct. The legislation also changes the term "female transportation officer" to "female deputy jailer" relating to the current statutory requirement that a female prisoner be transported by a female officer. 

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
It is estimated that the cost of implementation of this legislation by local governments is nil, since the legislation does not require the hiring of any additional deputies, but only permits the hiring with the approval of the fiscal court. (If additional deputy jailers are approved by the fiscal court, the impact would be minimal to moderate.) 
This legislation is not mandatory, but would permit the hiring of deputy jailers in counties that do not have a jail, subject to the approval of the fiscal court. 

The fiscal impact of this legislation on local governments would be nil for those counties that choose not to authorize the hiring of additional deputy jailers under the provisions of HB 408. The requirement to hire a female to transport female prisoners in counties without a jail already exists in statute, so there would not appear to be any additional requirement imposed on local governments by simply changing the name from “transportation officer” to “deputy jailer,” unless the change in name would somehow require the payment of additional fringe benefits. 

If a county had not previously authorized the hiring of any deputies, and then approved such hiring, based on the enactment of this permissive legislation, there would be an additional cost to the county equal to the cost of the increase in jail personnel. If additional deputies are authorized to be hired by the fiscal court, then this legislation provides that the jailer would be liable for the conduct of these deputies on his official bond. 
It is estimated that the increased cost to local governments generally would be nil, unless a county would authorize the hiring of new additional deputy jailers based on this permissive legislation, in which case the cost would be minimal to moderate, depending on the additional administrative, personnel, fringe benefits, and other related costs attributable to any additional employees hired.     
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