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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Brett Patrick Benton.

WHEREAS, Brett Patrick Benton of Dry Ridge, Kentucky, was born May 4, 1974, in Richmond, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds June 4, 2011; and

WHEREAS, Brett Patrick Benton was the loving husband of Bethany Foster Benton; he was the beloved son of Shirley Cruse and Skip Benton; he was the loving brother of Shane Benton, David Benton, and Gerrin Patton; and he leaves behind many other family members who loved him dearly; and

WHEREAS, Brett Patrick Benton graduated from Madison Central High School in Richmond, Kentucky, and he received his bachelor's degree in criminal justice from Northern Kentucky University; and

WHEREAS, Brett Patrick Benton was a veteran of the Kentucky Army National Guard, a member of law enforcement, and a community volunteer; and

WHEREAS, Brett Patrick Benton served his country and the Commonwealth for six years in the Kentucky Army National Guard; he was a Specialist trained as a Combat Engineer; and he was assigned to the 1223rd Transportation Company in Richmond, Kentucky, where he received numerous awards and decorations; and 

WHEREAS, Brett Patrick Benton  served his county for 10 years as a police officer with the Kenton County Police Department where he was promoted to Sergeant in September 2010; he was founder of the police department's K-9 program; and prior to his service in Kenton County, he also served as a Nicholasville police officer and Kentucky State Police dispatcher; and

WHEREAS, Brett Patrick Benton was an active member of the Torch Run for the Kentucky Special Olympics; he was a member of the Kenton County Fraternal Order of Police Lodge No. 20; and he dedicated his life to service to others; and

WHEREAS, Brett Patrick Benton traveled to Afghanistan in May 2011 to assist with mentoring and training the Afghan National Police; and 

WHEREAS, the life of Brett Patrick Benton ended prematurely of wounds suffered when an improvised explosive device detonated near his vehicle in Laghman Province, Afghanistan; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Brett Patrick Benton has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Senate, both individually and collectively, express their profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Brett Patrick Benton, and extend to his family, friends, and community their most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Brett Patrick Benton.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Bethany Foster Benton, 4459 Fords Mill Road, Dry Ridge, Kentucky 41035; to Skip Benton, 10 Herons Landing, Richmond, Kentucky 40475; and to Shirley Cruse, 115 Beaver Drive, Richmond, Kentucky 40475.
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