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A RESOLUTION honoring Matthew Dedden on winning the National Cutting Horse Association Junior World Championship.

WHEREAS, 13-year-old Matthew Dedden, of Burlington, Kentucky, recently won the National Cutting Horse Association Junior World Championship, a feat believed to be the first at any NCHA level for a Kentuckian; and

WHEREAS, Matthew, the son of Matt and Kim Dedden, has been riding horses since he was a two-year-old toddler; and

WHEREAS, the cutting horse sport, an offshoot of "cutting" cattle on horseback for branding, doctoring, and weaning, has existed in competitive form with the formation of the NCHA since the mid-1940s; and

WHEREAS, Matthew Dedden first participated in trail riding, graduated to English hunter/jumper horses, and finally began competing in cutting horse events; and

WHEREAS, Matthew's "partner," in cutting horse events is "A Cat Named Sue," an 11-year-old gelding who has been in competition with Matthew for almost four years. Matthew has been quick to acknowledge that "Sue" is actually his sister Chloe's horse; and

WHEREAS, the Dedden family has put in countless hours in assisting their son and "Sue" as they compete in NCHA events, traveling about 100,000 miles to competitions in 11 states; and

WHEREAS, in addition to winning the NCHA junior world championship, the sport has brought monetary rewards to Matthew totaling $50,000 in career earnings; and

WHEREAS, while Matthew remains devoted to NCHA competitions, he  still finds time to play basketball, run cross-country, and participate in stage acting; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate commends Matthew Dedden for winning the National Cutting Horse Association Junior World Championship.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Matthew Dedden.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator John Schickel for delivery to the family.
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