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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of the Senator from Jefferson 19, Senator Tim Shaughnessy, upon the occasion of his retirement from this Honorable Body following over two decades of service to the people of the Commonwealth.

WHEREAS, Senator Tim Shaughnessy was born on August 22, 1957, in Buechel, Kentucky, to James W. Shaughnessy, Sr., and Mary Jo Keenan Shaughnessy. He attended Jefferson Community College, graduated from the University of Louisville with a Bachelor of Science degree in 1980 and from Bellarmine College with a Masters in Business Administration in 1983. Afterwards, he earned his doctorate in Leadership Education from Spaulding University. He worked for 28 years in hospital management for the Jewish Hospital and St. Mary's HealthCare and was the executive director of the University of Louisville and Jewish Hospital Cardiovascular Innovation Institute. Currently, Senator Tim Shaughnessy works as a Visiting Scholar in Community College Leadership for the Kentucky Community and Technical College System; and

WHEREAS, Senator Tim Shaughnessy began his career in public service in 1979 as an intern for the Kentucky General Assembly and thereafter worked as a legislative aide for Jefferson County Commissioner Jim Malone from 1980 until 1983. In 1989, he was elected to the Kentucky Senate and was one of the youngest men that was ever elected to the Kentucky Senate. He serves Senate District 19 in Jefferson County. Since the beginning, he established himself as a leader both in academic excellence and research programs at the state universities; and

WHEREAS, Senator Tim Shaughnessy is dedicated to legislative service and works diligently on the Senate Economic Development, Tourism and Labor Committee, the Senate Transportation Committee, and the Senate Veterans, Military Affairs and Public Protection Committee. Formerly, he served on the Senate Appropriations and Revenue Committee and was the Chair of the Senate Education Committee; and

WHEREAS, Senator Tim Shaughnessy has always fought for education in Kentucky. In 1990, he was one of the strong supporters of the Kentucky Education Reform Act and has always fought for this major legislation throughout his tenure. Likewise, he sponsored legislation to earmark lottery proceeds under the Kentucky Education Excellence Scholarship (KEES) program. These annual college scholarships are based on need and merit. Additionally, he is a strong proponent for the Governor's Scholars program which benefits talented juniors in high school; and

WHEREAS, Senator Tim Shaughnessy was one of the key players in the establishment of the Bucks for Brains program which matches state funds with private funds on a dollar per dollar basis, to attract faculty and researchers to Kentucky. He gained national recognition when he sponsored legislation that created the Kentucky Spinal Cord and Head Injury Research Trust. This trust brought spinal cord injury researchers and physicians to Kentucky. Likewise, he sponsored the Kentucky Lung Cancer Research Program which brings together researchers from both the University of Louisville and the University of Kentucky to fight the battle against lung cancer; and

WHEREAS, Senator Tim Shaughnessy has worked diligently to establish new cancer research facilities at the University of Kentucky and the University of Louisville. In 2005, he helped to dedicate one cent of Kentucky's cigarette tax to cancer research programs at the state's universities. In 2008, he was a part of the effort to fund and establish the Translational Research initiative at the University of Louisville; and

WHEREAS, there are moments in time when ordinary people are called upon to meet extraordinary challenges in the face of seemingly insurmountable obstacles. Those moments make history, changing the lives of our citizenry and the future of our Commonwealth. Senator Tim Shaughnessy is a legislator that has met extraordinary challenges in the face of seemingly insurmountable obstacles;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Kentucky Senate hereby salute the Senator from Jefferson 19, and express their sincere appreciation for his service to his community, the General Assembly, and his Commonwealth, and wish him Godspeed as he awaits new and exciting challenges.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Senator Tim Shaughnessy, and extends sincere best wishes for many year of happiness with his lovely wife, Shelley Neal and his children, Amy Hayden, Connor Shaughnessy and Corey Shaughnessy.
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