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A RESOLUTION honoring the many accomplishments of Marie Abrams.

WHEREAS, it is important for the General Assembly to recognize outstanding Kentuckians who enrich the lives of so many; and

WHEREAS, Marie Abrams is not only active in her community but she is an activist, she is a voice for human rights and equal opportunity, and she advocates on behalf of those suffering from social injustice; and

WHEREAS, Marie Abrams has been a leader in the Jewish community, not only in Louisville, Kentucky, but at the national level as former Chair and long-time board member of the Jewish Council for Public Affairs; through her involvement with the Council, she and other members have conferred with high ranking American and International officials, including Israeli prime ministers, journalists, and prominent Palestinians; and

WHEREAS, Marie Abrams is an esteemed member of the Louisville and Jefferson County community and an active and involved citizen; she graduated from the University of Louisville in 1959 with a B. A. degree in Social Science and currently serves on the university's board of trustees; she has been exceptionally active in her home community for many years, serving the Jewish Community Federation, Center for Women and Families, Jewish Hospital, and served as the first chair of Kentucky Youth Advocates; and

WHEREAS, some of her many accolades include being the recipient of the Hannah G. Solomon Award, presented by the Louisville Section of the National Council of Jewish Women; the Lewis Cole Young Leadership Award, presented by the Jewish Community Federation; the Wilson W. Wyatt Sr. Award, presented by Leadership Kentucky; the National Conference Brotherhood Award, an Ottenheimer Award, and the Center for Women and Families, Women of Distinction Award; and

WHEREAS, along with her husband Ronald, Marie Abrams created the Volunteer of the Year Award that the Jewish Community of Louisville bestows on an individual whose life is defined by volunteerism, leadership, and a commitment to tikkun olam - the repair of the world; and

WHEREAS, Marie Abrams is "a colorful character with a reputation for being a strong, hard-working, no-nonsense woman with a great sense of humor" says former state Senator David Karem, with whom she served as a legislative aide for more than 20 years; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby recognize and congratulate Marie Abrams for her tireless efforts in serving her community and the Commonwealth. We applaud her for the dedication and commitment she exhibits in pursuit of social justice and wish her continued success in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Marie Abrams.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the office of Senator Kathy W. Stein for presentation.
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