UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF 03/16/12
12 REG. SESS.
12 RS BR 2119


A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Victor P. "Pippi" Hardin.

WHEREAS, Victor P. "Pippi" Hardin was born on January 16, 1950, to the late Ewell Francis and Martha Lynn Hardin, Jr. As a child, he went to Boston, Massachusetts, for heart surgery and met a detective working on the Boston Strangler case. He attributes his initial interest in law enforcement to this encounter. He married his lovely wife, Phillis Hardin; and

WHEREAS, Victor P. "Pippi" Hardin attended Murray State University and then pursued his quest to be in law enforcement at the Kentucky State Police Academy. Victor P. "Pippi" Hardin worked as a Kentucky State Trooper for 20 years. After his retirement in 1997, he spent two years as a police officer in Marion; and

WHEREAS, after his retirement from law enforcement, he entered the political realm. Victor P. "Pippi" Hardin ran for Crittenden County Judge-Executive in 1998 and defeated the three term County Judge-Executive. While he was Crittenden County Judge-Executive, he worked diligently on capital projects for Crittenden County including the Blackford Veterans Walk of Honor, construction of the Ed-Tech Center in Marion, extension of municipal water service to county residents, airport improvements and road construction. In 2004, Victor P. "Pippi" Hardin left county government and became a state administrator. Governor Ernie Fletcher appointed him Western Region Parks Manager for the Kentucky Department of Parks and he served until 2007; and

WHEREAS, Victor P. "Pippi" Hardin was a sports enthusiast. He played football in high school. The golf course was home to "Pippi" Hardin. In fact, he played every Wednesday. He so totally enjoyed the game that he played it when he had tubes in his arms after he had been diagnosed with cancer. Additionally, he enjoyed playing second baseman on the softball team of the Madisonville Post of the Kentucky State Police. Pippi also was fond of duck hunting; and

WHEREAS, Victor P. "Pippi" Hardin was a wonderful, caring, fun loving man. According to one of his golfing buddies, Ronnie Myers, "I just never had a more fun friend. Pippi always kept you laughing." Rep. Mike Cherry and Pippi Hardin were good, supportive friends. Rep. Cherry said "Our party affiliation had nothing to do with our ability to work together. It was nice to have that rapport"; and

WHEREAS, Victor P. "Pippi" Hardin was dedicated to his community and his friends. He always had time to talk to his employees and his friends. A lifelong resident of Crittenden County, he never tired of working for his family, friends and community; and

WHEREAS, Victor P. "Pippi" Hardin was a devoted and loving family man. Preceded in death by his parents and his brother, Ricky Hardin, he is survived by his wife, Phillis Hardin; his daughters, Vicki Hardin Hatfield, Stefanie Hardin, and Kayla and her husband, Daniel Gachoka; his brother, Richard M. "Dickie" and his wife, Wilma Hardin; his sisters, Teresa Davenport, and Kathy and her husband, David Edmondson; and

WHEREAS, Victor P. "Pippi" Hardin was a faithful member of Marion United Methodist Church. He fought a valiant fight with cancer and departed this earthly life on March 1, 2012. He was surrounded by his loving family in the home that his family had lived in for over a century;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Victor P. "Pippi" Hardin, and offers its condolences to his family and many friends across the Commonwealth.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Victor P. "Pippi" Hardin.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Dorsey Ridley for delivery to the family.
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