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A RESOLUTION recognizing the countless individuals and organizations providing relief efforts after devastating tornadoes hit many counties around the Commonwealth.

WHEREAS, severe weather began on the afternoon of March 2, 2012, and continued to gather strength as severe storms and tornadoes drove across Kentucky, beginning in the west and crossing through the central and eastern portions of the Commonwealth, leaving in their wake loss of life, enormous destruction of property, hundreds of injuries, and breaks in basic utilities. These tornadoes were in addition to those that hit LaRue and Hardin counties on February 29; and

WHEREAS, tornadoes categorized as high as EF3 tore through Kenton, Henderson Wolfe, Magoffin, Menifee, Johnson, Laurel, Martin, Morgan, and other counties. One tornado that ripped through Wolfe, Magoffin, Johnson, and Martin counties left a 48-mile-long path of damage, while another tornado that hit Menifee and Morgan counties had a damage track of 34 miles; and

WHEREAS, 48 Kentucky counties suffered damages from the storms and tornadoes. At least 21 individuals perished, and more than 300 injuries have been reported. Hundreds have had their homes destroyed or severely damaged, and over 19,000 people were without power as of Sunday; and

WHEREAS, Governor Steve Beshear declared a state of emergency on Friday in order to allow local officials immediate access to state resources to assist in public safety and recovery efforts, and has petitioned President Barack Obama for assistance. Although local, state, and federal officials are just beginning to assess the damage, the breadth of devastation makes it highly likely that federal relief will be granted; and

WHEREAS, countless individuals in the affected communities and across the Commonwealth have responded by serving at shelters set up for those who lost their homes, helping with debris removal, and gathering basic necessities for those suddenly without; and

WHEREAS, firefighters, police officers, rescue squads, emergency response officials, and medical personnel have all responded to the needs of residents in these affected areas; and

WHEREAS, over 400 Kentucky National Guard members have assisted local and state officials with lifesaving efforts, security, and traffic control; and

WHEREAS, an emergency order is in place to allow individuals to get prescriptions refilled without consulting a doctor during the immediate future. The Kentucky Department of Financial Institutions is working with banks in West Liberty, Kentucky, one of the hardest hit communities in the state, to make sure residents have access to their money. The state is also working with insurance companies to ensure that there are adequate adjusters working insurance claims in the ravaged areas; and

WHEREAS, temporary cell phone towers are being assembled in areas with limited or no communications. People who have not been able to contact loved ones in the affected areas may register that person's name on Web sites for the American Red Cross or Kentucky Division of Emergency Management, and local emergency management teams will attempt to get people in contact with one another; and

WHEREAS, search and rescue operations by local rescue teams and the Kentucky National Guard ended on Saturday night. Local, state, and federal officials have begun the process of assessing the damage across the Commonwealth, and others are continuing the work of cleanup and recovery;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate extends its heartfelt gratitude to Governor Steve Beshear for his quick action in declaring an emergency in Kentucky, for seeking federal assistance, and for his diligence in pursuing every measure possible to assist with relief efforts during and after the tornadoes of March 2, 2012.

Section 2.   The Senate expresses its utmost gratitude to the Kentucky National Guard for their dedication in assisting the citizens of the Commonwealth during these difficult days.

Section 3.   The Senate expresses its deepest appreciation to all local and county government employees, public and private agencies, churches, local businesses and organizations, and all individuals within and outside of the borders of the great Commonwealth for their time and labors to assist with relief efforts.

Section 4.   The Senate gratefully applauds those private businesses that are assisting residents and local officials of these devastated communities by providing basic services and other means of support.
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