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A RESOLUTION adjourning in loving memory and honor of Ralph L. Smith.

WHEREAS, Ralph L. Smith was born in Tiline, Kentucky, on March 19, 1924, to the late John K. and Clara Wolfe Smith. After he moved to Iuka when he was four years old, he told folks he began politicking. During his youth, he enjoyed riding the ferry across the river until the ferry man would give him a nickel and he would buy a soft drink; and

WHEREAS, Ralph L. Smith graduated from Livingston County High School in 1943. He began his lifelong pursuit of farming and raising cattle which he enjoyed until the end of his days. Even when he lived in a nursing home, his faithful driver and he would go out and visit his black angus and "count heads"; and

WHEREAS, Ralph L. Smith operated the Smith-Land Stables where he owned and trained many winners in harness racing in the 1980s. Working with his sister, Alice Mattingly, he travelled many miles to watch his trotters and pacers compete. In 2006, he was proud to see his grandson's filly win the Lexington Breeders' Classic and the Kentucky Sires Stakes at the Red Mile in Lexington, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Ralph L. Smith loved riding horses and horse racing. He rode on the 1988 Trail of Tears Wagon Train in remembrance of the Cherokee Indians who were driven from their homeland and relocated in Oklahoma. Always adventuresome, Hiram and Ann Smith and he, participated in the annual South Texas Trail Ride, a horse and wagon trail ride from Corpus Christi to San Antonio, Texas; and

WHEREAS, Ralph L. Smith was a loving family man who was totally devoted to his family. In addition to two infant siblings, he was preceded in death by three sisters: Helen S. Champion, Juanita S. Harp, and Margaret S. Jones, who affectionately took care of him; and his brother, Charley Smith. He is survived by a son, Lyn and his wife, Kay B. Smith; one grandson, Tyler W. Smith; and his sister, Alice Mattingly. Additionally, he will be lovingly remembered by great nieces, great nephews, extended family members, and friends from the courthouse; and

WHEREAS, Ralph L. Smith was sincerely dedicated to public service and to the people of Livingston County. At one time, he was the youngest sheriff in Kentucky, however, when he retired, he was the oldest county judge in Kentucky. He was a charter member of the Kentucky Sheriffs' Association. In 1954, he was initially elected Sheriff of Livingston County. Because there was a provision in the Kentucky Constitution that prohibited succession, he would go back and forth between the office of sheriff and county judge except for one four-year period. In 1982, Ralph L. Smith was elected County Judge-Executive and held that office until he retired in 1999. All in all, he served a total of 41 years in Livingston County: 16 years as sheriff and 25 years as the chief county executive. His sincerest desire was to serve his friends, the citizens of Livingston County. For years, he held an annual barbeque with horse races on Labor Day for the people of Livingston County; and

WHEREAS, Ralph L. Smith was honored when the I-24 Cumberland River Bridge which connects Lyon and Livingston County was renamed the Ralph Smith Bridge; and

WHEREAS, Ralph L. Smith departed this life on February 18, 2012;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of one of the finest men in Livingston County, Ralph L. Smith.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Ralph L. Smith.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Dorsey Ridley for delivery to the family.
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