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A RESOLUTION adjourning in honor of war hero Harold O. Davies upon the occasion of his 90th birthday.

WHEREAS, Harold Davies is one of 12 children, and was born on February 12, 1922; and 

WHEREAS, Harold Davies joined the navy with his brother James L. Davies at just 18 years of age on August 26, 1940; and

WHEREAS, Harold Davies served as an Aviation Machinist Mate 2nd class on the Yorktown until it sank at the battle of Midway on June 4, 1942, and also served as helmsman under the supervision of Captain Buck Master; and

WHEREAS, Harold Davies was originally stationed in San Diego, California, until the Yorktown navigated through the Panama Canal to bomb the Gilbert Marshall's Islands that were controlled by the Japanese; and

WHEREAS, Harold Davies and his crew members continued to Pearl Harbor on board the Yorktown where they were welcomed by fellow seamen with applause and appreciation, and where they spent the next 48 hours awaiting repair of the vessel; and

WHEREAS, at the battle of Pearl Harbor, an injured Harold Davies courageously continued to fire on the Japanese after a bomb had killed or incapacitated 12 men aboard the Yorktown until finally the ship lost power; and

WHEREAS, the efforts of Harold Davies at Pearl Harbor distracted the Japanese bombers and allowed the U.S.S. Hornet and U.S.S. Enterprise to escape to Midway; and 

WHEREAS, after the battle, Harold Davies entered the water with other able bodied men to push the wounded on a raft to a destroyer for rescue and stayed in the water for the next few hours until a motor boat came to Mr. Davies aid; and

WHEREAS, at the Battle for the Coral Sea, Harold Davies was aboard the Yorktown that came with other navy vessels to protect Australia from Japanese forces and witnessed the sinking of the U.S.S. Lexington in that attack; and

WHEREAS, Harold Davies is still troubled by wounds suffered in battle defending this great country. During the loud blasts of those battles, Harold Davies lost his hearing and lost some of his closest friends. Seventy years later, even though his dreams are still haunted by his wartime experiences, he still fondly remembers the brave men with whom he served; and

WHEREAS, on August 25, 1944, Harold Davies married Shirley Sullivan, who has been an unwavering beacon of light since the day they met; and

WHEREAS, Harold Davies was awarded the Silver Star for his outstanding courage while under fire and lack of regard for his own safety during Pearl Harbor and the Battle for the Coral Sea. He was honorably discharged from the navy on August 24, 1946, and was awarded a total of six medals for his distinguished service throughout World War II; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate of the Commonwealth of Kentucky commemorates the 90th birthday of Harold Davies, a Kentuckian whose contributions during World War II will continue to be admired and appreciated.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Harold Davies.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to send a copy of this Resolution to Senator Jack Westwood, 702 Capitol Avenue, Annex Room 228, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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