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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Thomas Brown Badgett, Sr.

WHEREAS, Thomas Brown Badgett, Sr. of Madisonville, Kentucky, was born on January 17, 1923, in Bellefonte, Arkansas, to the late Russell and Rheaetta Badgett, and traversed these earthly bounds on June 30, 2011. Brown Badgett grew up in the south and played left end for the Messick High School football team in Memphis, Tennessee.  After attending Louisiana State University, he served in the U.S. Army Air Force during World War II.  Returning to Madisonville, Kentucky, he married Helen "Heidi" Venters, Miss Hopkins County in 1946; and

WHEREAS, Brown Badgett is survived by his daughter, Heidi K. Honchariw; a son and daughter-in-law, Thomas Brown and Sue Badgett, Jr.; and two grandchildren and five great grandchildren.  In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his wife, Helen "Heidi" Badgett; a daughter, Deidre Badgett Griffin; a son, Owen Kinsley Badgett; a brother, J. Rogers Badgett; and a sister, Julia Badgett Badger; and

WHEREAS, Brown Badgett went into the coal business with his brothers and was a small coal operator until 1966 when he became a major contender in the coal business with Brown Badgett, Inc., which he sold in 1978.  Opportunities in the highway construction business also proved lucrative for Brown Badgett, who built a section of the Pennsylvania Turnpike and highways and bridges in Florida and Puerto Rico.  Additionally, he developed real estate, primarily in Texas; and

WHEREAS, Brown Badgett became a University of Kentucky Wildcat enthusiast who became a personal friend of Coach Adolph Rupp as both were from the plains of Kansas.  Throughout the years, he employed University of Kentucky basketball players in the summer and provided transportation for the Wildcat coaches in their recruitment efforts.  Brown Badgett provided many Hopkins County citizens with opportunities to attend games at Rupp Arena or Commonwealth Stadium; and

WHEREAS, Brown Badgett, a philanthropist, has made major contributions to Hopkins County and the state of Kentucky.  In the 1980s, Brown Badgett donated $400,000 for the expansion of the Hopkins County Family YMCA.  When Madisonville-North Hopkins High School needed a new football stadium, Brown Badgett was the major contributor to the Brown Badgett Complex.  Likewise, Brown Badgett stepped up when the new Hopkins County Central High School needed an athletic complex that was also named the Brown Badgett Complex.  These two donations totaled $2.6 million and led to his induction into the Kentucky High School Athletic Hall of Fame on March 12, 2004; and

WHEREAS, Brown Badgett has generously supported Madisonville Community College for 15 years.  In 1992, he facilitated the development of the Badgett Regional Center for Educational Enhancement at the College. From 1994 until 1997, he was instrumental in a fund raising campaign that raised six million dollars. In this campaign, he not only made a major donation to the Joe C. Davis Science Building, but also assisted in soliciting other funding. Furthermore, he provided funds for  the Muhlenberg County Campus of the Madisonville Community College and the Community Improvement Foundation. His contributions to scholarships provide an education for many who could not have otherwise attended college. His legacy of giving will continue to benefit Madisonville Community College throughout its future. To honor Brown Badgett, Sr., Madisonville Community College under the direction of Dr. Judith Rhoads, named the new building that houses the Applied Technology Programs after him. The Brown Badgett, Sr. Energy and Advanced Technology Center is "a 75,000 square foot, state-of-the-art facility." This recognition acknowledges his generosity as well as his work in both the fields of mining and technology; and

WHEREAS, Brown Badgett enjoyed horse racing and was thrilled when his race horse, Avies Copy, finished third in the 1987 Kentucky Derby.  With this victory, he gained national prominence in the horse industry; and

WHEREAS, Brown Badgett helped others develop an appreciation for the outdoors.  He and his two brothers received the Eagle Award from the Boy Scouts of America on May 9, 1991.  The Badgett Order of Arrow – Staff Lodge at Wildcat Hollow Boy Scouts Camp near Russellville, Kentucky, is also named in honor of Brown Badgett and his brothers; and

WHEREAS, Brown Badgett has unselfishly given the youth of the community facilities and funding to enable them to become the leaders of tomorrow.  Brown Badgett stated that "The youth of today are going to be running this country in the next 20 to 30 years, and they need to be educated.";

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate expresses its deepest sympathy upon the passing of Thomas Brown Badgett, Sr., and extends its sincere condolences to his family, friends, and community.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Thomas Brown Badgett, Sr.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to his son, Mr. Thomas Badgett, Jr., 785 Daybreak Drive, Hanson, Kentucky 42413.
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