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A RESOLUTION honoring Mervin Aubespin, Ken Clay, and J. Blaine Hudson and recognizing them for the publication of TWO CENTURIES OF BLACK LOUISVILLE: A Photographic History.

WHEREAS, Mervin Aubespin is a civil rights activist, artist, and retired associate editor of the Louisville Courier Journal. Mr. Aubespin graduated from Tuskegee University in 1959 and became a school teacher in Louisville, Kentucky. Despite the threat of professional ostracism and being arrested, Mr. Aubespin organized and participated in civil rights demonstrations in Louisville, Kentucky. Mr. Aubespin went to Selma, Alabama, during the emotional peak of the civil rights movement to work with icons such as U.S. Representative John Lewis, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and Rev. Hosea Williams on the famous Selma to Montgomery Marches in 1965 and the Selma Voting Rights Movement. Mr. Aubespin began his distinguished journalism career as a news artist for the Courier Journal in 1967, the first African American to hold this position. When racial violence broke out in Louisville in 1968, Mr. Aubespin was asked by the newspaper to serve as a reporter. Mr. Aubespin went to the scene with a white colleague. Once the demonstration turned violent, he sent his white colleague to the safety of the office and spent the next 48 hours reporting on the violence. Mr. Aubespin continued his journalistic education as a student in the Minority Journalism Program at Columbia University in 1971 and served as president of the National Association of Black Journalists. Mr. Aubespin was also the recipient of Louisville's 2010 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Award; and

WHEREAS, Ken Clay is an entrepreneur, cultural event producer and retired vice president of the Kentucky Center for the Arts. Mr. Clay grew up in Louisville, Kentucky, and in the 1960's he opened the Corner of Jazz, the first African American culture shop in Louisville. In 1978 Mr. Clay co-founded the Renaissance Development Corporation, a cultural arts administrative organization that promoted black art and culture in Kentucky. In 1983 Mr. Clay joined the staff of the Kentucky Center for the Arts as Director of Cultural Diversity, where he remained for more than 21 years. He received the Chicago Kuumba Theater's 1993 Liberation Award for Presenting African American artists and the 1999 Governor's Community Arts Award. Over the years Ken Clay has had a profound impact on the development and exposure of the talents of African American artists in Louisville and the Commonwealth of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Dr. J. Blaine Hudson is a civil rights activist, author, and dean of the University of Louisville College of Arts and Sciences. Dr. Hudson is a lifelong Louisville resident. He graduated from Louisville Male High School. Dr. Hudson later went on to earn a baccalaureate degree in 1974 and a master of education degree in 1975 from the University of Louisville. He earned his doctorate from the University of Kentucky in 1981. Dr. Hudson went on to hold several professional and administrative positions at the University of Louisville while teaching part time in the Departments of History and Pan-African Studies. Dr. Hudson joined the Department of Pan-African Studies on a full time basis in 1992 and directed the Pan-African Institute for Teachers until 1998. Dr. Hudson then served as chair of the department until 2003 while also serving as Associate Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences. Dr. Hudson would later be selected as the Acting Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences in 2005. Dr. Hudson has spent a lifetime focusing on the history of cultures of persons of African ancestry throughout the world while developing many of his own college courses on the subject. Dr. Hudson has published several books, one of which focuses on the role of Kentucky in the Underground Railroad. Dr. Hudson to this day remains active as a public historian. He serves as a mentor to new deans on the standing committee for Cultural Diversity and Research Universities for the Council of Colleges of Arts and Sciences. Dr. Hudson is on the Board of Directors of the Muhammad Ali Center, has served as chair of the Kentucky African American Heritage Commission since 1999, and as chair of the Kentucky State Advisory Committee to the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights since 2005; and

WHEREAS, these three men are civil rights icons in their own right, having spent their lives fighting in the struggle to end segregation and expand the limits of freedom in Louisville's African American community, all while forging a remarkably vibrant community that has influenced the political and cultural history of the United States. To this day they continue to ensure that the history of Louisville's great African American men, women, and children who were so stridently engaged in the civil rights movement are not forgotten; and

WHEREAS, Mervin Aubespin, Ken Clay, and Dr. J. Blaine Hudson have continued this legacy with the publication of their book, TWO CENTURIES OF BLACK LOUISVILLE: A Photographic History. This book captures the spirit of Louisville's African Americans throughout Louisville's 234 year history as they triumphed over the challenges of creating a free black community in the midst of slavery, ending slavery itself, dismantling a segregated society, and promoting Louisville's African American heritage and culture; and

WHEREAS, these awe-inspiring men fought for the principles of freedom and equality that are enshrined in the founding documents of the United States of America, and as such, citizens of the Commonwealth and the entire nation should be proud of their association with these exceptional Americans;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives is proud to honor Mervin Aubespin, Ken Clay, and Dr. J. Blaine Hudson and applauds their contribution to society with the publication of TWO CENTURIES OF BLACK LOUISVILLE: A Photographic History.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day it does so in honor and recognition of Mervin Aubespin, Ken Clay, and Dr. J. Blaine Hudson.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to deliver three copies of this Resolution to Representative Daryl T. Owens, 702 Capitol Avenue, Annex Room 316A, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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