UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF 01/31/12
12 REG. SESS.
12 RS BR 1503


A RESOLUTION honoring Ernie "Turtleman" Brown, Jr., television star and cultural phenomenon, upon his visit to the House of Representatives.

WHEREAS, Ernie Brown, Jr., known to one and all as "Turtleman," was born and raised in Washington County, Kentucky, where he spent much of his childhood exploring the woods and learning the ways of the animals that occupy them; and

WHEREAS, the Turtleman has turned his love of animals and nature and his innate abilities into a 40-year career as an animal rescuer, using his bare hands to search local ponds in search of snapping turtles, starting at the tender age of seven, when he caught a 25 pounder after his father and uncle taught him their technique; and

WHEREAS, the Turtleman fills a vital need for farmers and residents of the area, as the injuries to livestock and the killing of birds and small pets by these large turtles is a very real problem, doing a job that few people in the world are equipped or willing to do, capturing about 300 turtles a year and over 12,000 over the course of his career; and

WHEREAS, the Turtleman's philosophy in dealing with turtles and all animals he encounters in his various rescues is simple and humane: "I don't kill it. I only catch it. Don't never torture nothing. That's the name of my game. That's how you stay into it. Keep people liking you"; and

WHEREAS, the Turtleman has made a name for himself not merely by doing a dangerous and difficult job very well, but also by doing it with a flair and showmanship that has brought him nationwide notoriety and acclaim, with a profile segment on the "Kentucky Afield" television program garnering almost four million hits on YouTube; and

WHEREAS, the Turtleman, who alternately describes himself as "Kentucky's best-kept secret" and "The poorest famous guy around" has parlayed his charm, good humor, and winning personality into celebrity status, appearing as a guest on "The Tonight Show with Jay Leno," regaling the audience with tales of the chainsaw accident that cost him some of his teeth; and

WHEREAS, starting in November 2011, the Turtleman began appearing in his own reality television show on the Animal Planet Network, "Call of the Wildman," which follows the adventures of the Turtleman, along with his faithful canine companion Lolly and his friend and right-hand man Neal James, as he travels the country rescuing animals in his own inimitable and wildly entertaining style, giving out his trademark "War Woop" after each successful capture; and

WHEREAS, the show is a rarity on television these days: an entertaining, educational, and family friendly show that appeals to all ages, and the exploits of the Turtleman have enthralled the nation; and

WHEREAS, although riding a wave of celebrity, the Turtleman, who currently resides in Marion County, remains true to his roots, always having time to interact with his hometown fans at local stores or at the Lebanon Post Office, which he visits often to respond to fan mail requests from all over the United States; and

WHEREAS, Marion County showed its pride in its hometown star at a recent banquet when Ernie "Turtleman" Brown, Jr. was named the 2011 Marion County Citizen of the Year by the Marion County Chamber of Commerce;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the House of Representatives, both individually and collectively, do hereby applaud the accomplishments of Ernie "Turtleman" Brown, Jr., welcome him to the House of Representatives during his visit to the Capitol, declare him to be an outstanding ambassador of goodwill for the Commonwealth, and wish him the best of luck in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall forward a copy of this Resolution to Representative Terry Mills for presentation to Ernie "Turtleman" Brown, Jr.
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