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2012 Regular Session 
     
Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1248


	Bill #:
	HB 344 GA


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to the release of wild hogs or pigs.


	Sponsor:
	Rep. Steven Rudy


	Unit of Government:
	x
	City
	x
	County
	x
	Urban-County

	
	x
	Charter County
	x
	Consolidated Local
	x
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	local law enforcement and county jails


	Requirement:
	x
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	 
	Modifies Existing
	x
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
This legislation prohibits the release of a hog or pig, except for domestic swine, into the wild. HB 344 GA provides for conviction of a Class A misdemeanor for those in violation of the legislation and the forfeiture of the right to hunt, fish, trap, or to act as a commercial guide for a period of ten years.

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 344 GA on local jails is expected to be minimal.  

HB 344 GA provides for conviction of a Class A misdemeanor for violation of the legislation which can result in incarceration of up to one year in local jails and a $1,000 fine or both upon conviction. Convictions will potentially drive up the costs of additional administrative and staff time by local law enforcement to investigate and prosecute potential violations of HB 344 GA and by the cost of incarceration in local jails when an offender is convicted. 
Local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating an individual who does not make bail when charged with a Class A misdemeanor as well as an individual convicted of such an offense. While the expense of housing inmates may vary widely by jail, each additional inmate will increase facility costs by an estimated average of $31.34 per day.  

Since it is anticipated that violations of HB 344 GA would be primarily investigated by state Fish and Wildlife enforcement officers, the additional costs of investigation by local law enforcement may be somewhat lessened. 
There will very likely be some increase in jail costs to local governments as a result of this legislation. However, even given that potential increase it is still anticipated that cost to local government generally will still be minimal overall.      
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	LRC staff; Department of Corrections


	Preparer:
	Tom Troth
	Reviewer:
	     
	Date:
	     


Page 1

