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Kentucky Legislative Research Commission
2012 Regular Session 
     
Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1271


	Bill #:
	HB 304


	Bill Subject/Title:
	Committee on Legislative Redistricting


	Sponsor:
	Rep. Bill Farmer


	Unit of Government:
	 
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	 
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	 
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	Local Jails


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	X
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 304 creates a Committee on Legislative Redistricting to develop plans for the reapportionment and redistricting of state legislative districts following each decennial census.  The seven Justices of the Supreme Court must each appoint a committee member from his or her Supreme Court District.  The committee can hire outside experts and utilize the Administrative Office of the Courts for administrative and budgetary issues.  Redistricting standards are provided.  Redistricting plans are due by the first Monday in October in the year following the census, and are to be considered by the Interim Joint Committee on State Government during its October and November meetings.  During a Regular or Special Session, the General Assembly must either adopt the plan or return it to the Committee on Legislative Redistricting for adjustment.
Individuals are prohibited from influencing a member of the committee in carrying out his or her duties.  A violation of these provisions carries a penalty of a Class A felony and a fine of no less than $500,000.

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 304 on local governments is expected to be minimal.

Local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating individuals charged with a felony (if they don’t make bail) until disposition of the case.  While the expense of housing inmates varies widely by jail, each additional inmate will increase facility costs by an estimated average of $31.34 per day.
Due to the severity of the penalty, the number of individuals convicted of violating the provisions of HB 304 is expected to be extremely small, making the potential impact on local governments minimal.

	Data Source(s):
	LRC Staff, Kentucky Department of Corrections; Kentucky Jailers Association; State Auditor's Office; 
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