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A RESOLUTION honoring and commending Nick Nicholson for his more than 30 year career in the Thoroughbred industry and upon his upcoming retirement as the President and Chief Executive Officer of Keeneland.

WHEREAS, Nick Nicholson has been an innovative and dedicated President and Chief Executive Officer of Keeneland for the last 13 years; and

WHEREAS, Nick Nicholson became President and Chief Executive Officer of Keeneland at the beginning of 2000 and has guided Keeneland successfully through some difficult times, including the Thoroughbred industry dealing with Mare Reproductive Loss Syndrome and multiple economic downturns and challenges. Additionally, Nick Nicholson proudly led Keeneland as an innovator in the Thoroughbred racing industry as it endeavored to increase safety for horses and jockeys by installing an artificial racing surface on its main track in 2006; and

WHEREAS, during Nick Nicholson's tenure at Keeneland he became respected by the staff, trainers, owners, jockeys, and the public, and this was evidenced as attendance at the spring and fall Keeneland meets steadily grew and set records, including Keeneland's all-time track meet attendance record of 250,163 during the 75th anniversary meet in October 2011 and its all-time one day attendance record of 40,617 for the 2012 Toyota Blue Grass Stakes; and

WHEREAS, Nick Nicholson had quite an accomplished career prior to becoming President and Chief Executive Officer of Keeneland. He is a native Kentuckian proudly raised in Winchester. He was the executive vice president and executive director of The Jockey Club. During his tenure at The Jockey Club several innovations were implemented, including the introduction of The Jockey Club Interactive, the world’s first interactive Thoroughbred registration system. He helped to form the National Thoroughbred Racing Association and served as its first chief operating officer. He was executive vice president of the Kentucky Thoroughbred Association Kentucky Thoroughbred Owners and Breeders and was instrumental in the drafting and passage of the bill that allows intertrack wagering. Additionally, early in his professional life he served as executive assistant to Kentucky Senator Wendell Ford in Washington, D.C. and as administrative assistant to Kentucky’s Commissioner of Parks; and

WHEREAS, Nick Nicholson currently serves his industry and community as the chairman of Equibase; as a board member of several major industry organizations, including the American Horse Council, National Thoroughbred Racing Association, the Thoroughbred Racing Association, and the Thoroughbred Racing Protective Bureau; and as a board member of several major community organizations, including the Board of Trustees of UK Healthcare, Urban League, Commerce Lexington Inc., KET Commonwealth Fund, Transylvania University, Shakertown, and Central Bank;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby honor and commend Nick Nicholson for being a dedicated leader and innovator in the Thoroughbred industry for the last 30 years.

Section 2.   The Senate does hereby extend its best wishes to Nick Nicholson for happiness and success for his upcoming retirement as President and Chief Executive Officer of Keeneland.

Section 3.   When the Senate adjourns this day it does so in honor and recognition of Nick Nicholson.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Nick Nicholson, President and Chief Executive Officer, Keeneland Association, Inc., 4201 Versailles Road, P.O. Box 1690, Lexington, Kentucky, 40588-1690.

Page 1 of 2
BR003200.100 - 32 - 106

Jacketed

