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A RESOLUTION honoring Barbara Ann Day Hecker upon the occasion of her 80th birthday.

WHEREAS, Barbara Ann Day Hecker celebrated her 80th birthday on March 18, 2012, and is afforded sincere congratulations on this momentous occasion; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Hecker has a special relationship with this Honorable Body, having dedicated many years to its service as a highly-valued member of the General Assembly staff. From 1996 to 2004, Mrs. Hecker made significant contributions to the daunting task of facilitating the legislative process as she worked for the Senate Democratic Leadership and earned the highest regard and respect of both the legislators and her fellow staff members; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Hecker’s engagement in and passion for the political process extends past her professional career, as she is a long-time loyal member of the Franklin County Democratic Women’s Club, having served as its President, Vice President, and Treasurer, and for her service she received the club’s Hatpin Award in 2011. She is a long-time member of the Kentucky Democratic Women’s Club, having served on multiple occasions as Club Convention Chair and as Sixth District Director, and also as Club Auditor and Treasurer. She received the Kentucky Democratic Women’s Club’s prestigious Ann Shanks Bourne Award; and

WHEREAS, in addition to her career in state government and her involvement in local politics, Mrs. Hecker enjoys a fulfilling personal life and is dearly loved by her family, friends, and community. Among all of the friendships she has developed and maintained over the years, perhaps the most special to her is the relationship with a group of dear friends from elementary school, with whom she still speaks weekly and visits as often as possible; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Hecker celebrated her 50th wedding anniversary with her dearly loved husband, Franklin W. "Bud" Hecker, Sr., on November 25, 2004. Mr. Hecker departed this earthly life in 2005. She and her husband have four cherished children, Frank Hecker, Jr., and his wife Mona Potter, Donna Hecker and her husband Tom Lowry, Robby Hecker and his wife Wynee, and David Hecker and his wife Cyndy, and seven precious grandchildren, Katie Carney, Patrick Carney and his wife Victoria, Shane Hecker and his wife Blair, Kristin Hecker, Cody Hecker, Matthew Hecker, and Emily Hecker. She is expecting her first great-grandchild in June; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Hecker is the eldest of three generations in her family who have served the Kentucky General Assembly. Her daughter, Donna Hecker, has worked as a General Assembly staff employee, and her granddaughter, Katie Carney, works full-time for the Legislative Research Commission; and

WHEREAS, even though she is no longer present daily in the Capitol, Mrs. Hecker's enthusiasm for the political process continues to inspire us as she diligently keeps tabs on the activities of the General Assembly from her television at home;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby recognize and honor Barbara Ann Day Hecker upon the occasion of her 80th birthday and extends to her its warmest birthday greetings on this very special day.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Barbara Ann Day Hecker, 127 Compton Drive, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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