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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Ralph Eugene Johnson.

WHEREAS, Ralph Eugene Johnson was born on March 7, 1933, to the late Ralph Johnson and Sada Hagan Johnson. A native of Scottsville, Kentucky, Ralph Eugene Johnson was a graduate of the University of Kentucky with a Bachelor of Science degree in civil engineering and a Master of Science degree in structural design. He worked as a civil engineer for the United States Department of Agriculture. After he retired, he took up farming as a hobby. In 1990, he was honored as the Warren County Conservationist of the year. Likewise, in 1999, he was the County and District Corn Grower of the year; and

WHEREAS, Ralph Eugene Johnson enjoyed showing his Tennessee Walking Horses in Kentucky and Tennessee. He was especially proud of his horse named Sundust Parader. In recognition of his excellence in showing horses, he received the Kentucky Walking Horse Sportsmanship Award for two years. He was the past president of the Warren County Saddle Club and the Bowling Green Horse Association; and

WHEREAS, Ralph Eugene Johnson was active in civic and community affairs in Warren County. He was an active Democrat and a member of the University of Kentucky Alumni Association. Additionally, he was a faithful member of the Eastwood Baptist Church where he served as both an usher and as a past trustee; and

WHEREAS, Ralph Eugene Johnson was a loving husband and family man. He was preceded in death by his parents and his father-in-law and his mother-in-law, John and Virginia Sledge Oliphant. He is survived by his loving wife, Romanza Oliphant Johnson of Bowling Green; his sister, Ada Reed Covington, his brother-in-law, E. H. "Sonny" Oliphant; two nephews, John Covington III and his wife, Mindy Covington, and John Covington IV; his niece, Hannah Covington; and several cousins; and

WHEREAS, Ralph Eugene Johnson departed this life on March 12, 2012, and his loss will be mourned by his family, friends and the community;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Ralph Eugene Johnson, and extends to his family and friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Ralph Eugene Johnson.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Mike Wilson for delivery to the family.
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