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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Representative William "Bill" Kirtley McBee.

WHEREAS, Representative William "Bill" Kirtley McBee was born to William Leslie and Lois (Cotton) McBee on October 21, 1932. He graduated from Georgetown College in 1954 and courageously served his country as a soldier in the U. S. Army during the Korean Conflict. Back in Kentucky, he worked as a commercial realtor with First Commercial Realty. Representative William Kirtley McBee served as the president of the Boone County Businessman's Association and became the chair of the Northern Kentucky Board of Realtors. In 1975, he was awarded the "Man of the Year Award" by the Boone County Businessman's Association; and

WHEREAS, Representative William Kirtley McBee was a member of the Boone County Democratic Club, and served as its president from 1971 until 1972. Additionally, he was the chair of the Boone County Democratic Executive Committee; and

WHEREAS, in 1972, he was elected to represent Boone County in the 60th District and spent 18 years in the Kentucky House of Representatives, serving as the chair of the House Business Organizations and Professions Committee. During his time as a legislator, Representative McBee worked diligently for the interests of Boone County and is especially remembered for modernizing the county's highway system. Notably, he was instrumental in the Kentucky 18/Burlington Pike project and the expansion of Kentucky 237/Northbend Road project from Kentucky 20 to Kentucky 18; and

WHEREAS, Senator Julian Carroll stated that "While I was chief executive of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, I can think of no legislator who was so skilled with administrative programs as was Bill McBee who served as the chair of the House Business Organizations and Professions Committee. He was an extremely effective legislator"; and

WHEREAS, William Kirtley McBee organized the annual Bean Bash which has become one of the major annual charitable fundraisers in Northern Kentucky. This bash has benefited countless individuals through funding the Special Olympics for Northern Kentucky, the Redwood Rehabilitation Program and the BAWAC Community Rehabilitation Center. Representative McBee championed the cause of those with disabilities and special needs; and

WHEREAS, Representative Bill McBee departed this earthly life on September 20, 2011, at the age of 78, and an entire community joins his family and friends in mourning his loss. He was preceded in death by his beloved son, Stephen L. McBee. He is survived by his loving wife, Anne Perkins McBee; his son, William Kirtley McBee, Jr.; his step-sons, James Wesley Carrington and Joseph Wallace Carrington; his aunt, Wilma Scheben; and seven grandchildren;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Senate, both individually and collectively, express their most profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Representative William Kirtley McBee, and extend their heartfelt sympathy to his family, friends, and community.

Section 2.   The passion and commitment that our colleague, Representative William Kirtley McBee brought to the General Assembly will long be remembered in this Honorable Body.

Section 3.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of the Representative from Boone 60, William Kirtley McBee.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Julian Carroll for delivery to the family.
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