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A RESOLUTION urging Congress to pass H.R. 3553, the Genetically Engineered Right to Know Act.

WHEREAS, since the mid-1990s, genetically engineered or genetically modified crop varieties have become commercially available; and

WHEREAS, farmers have rapidly adopted the genetically engineered varieties to lower production costs and increase crop yields; and

WHEREAS, many processed food products contain genetically modified soybean and corn ingredients and it has been estimated that 60 to 70 percent of processed foods in grocery stores include at least one genetically modified ingredient; and

WHEREAS, as work on genetic engineering of food crops moves at a rapid pace, the overall safety of genetically altered agricultural crops concerns numerous consumers; and

WHEREAS, unintended harm to other organisms, reduced effectiveness of pesticides, and gene transfer to non-target species are some of the potential environmental hazards of these products; and

WHEREAS, scores of consumers believe they have a right to know what is in their foods, especially products for which environmental concerns have been raised; and

WHEREAS, human health risks such as allergies and the effects on long-term exposure to genetically modified products are not known; and

WHEREAS, economic concerns over patenting rights and monopolization of seed stocks are potential threats to farmers who are unable to absorb the increasing costs of production; and 

WHEREAS, the Genetically Engineered Food Right to Know Act would require food that contains genetically engineered materials to be labeled, and would require the periodic testing of food containing genetically engineered materials to assure the accuracy of labels;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   Congress is urged to pass H.R. 3553, the Genetically Engineered Food Right to Know Act.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to each member of the Kentucky Congressional delegation.
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