Local Mandate Fiscal Impact Estimate

Kentucky Legislative Research Commission
2012 Regular Session 
     
Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1071


	Bill #:
	SB 93 SCS 


	Bill Subject/Title:
	Missing persons who are impaired and whose disappearance poses a credible threat to the health or safety of that person


	Sponsor:
	Senator Denise Harper Angel


	Unit of Government:
	 x
	City
	x
	County
	x
	Urban-County

	
	x
	Charter County
	x
	Consolidated Local
	x
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted
	County Judge/Executive; Local emergency management director; Local search and rescue coordinator.


	Requirement:
	x
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	x
	Modifies Existing
	x
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics

SB 93 as introduced amended various sections under KRS Chapter 39F, relating to search and rescue procedures for missing persons, and in particular under the measure, “impaired persons” of any age, not just “impaired adults” 18 years of age or older. Their disappearance poses a credible threat to the health or safety of that person. The term “impaired person” is expanded to include persons known or reported to have a developmental disability or physical impairment or an organic brain disorder, including but not limited to Alzheimer’s disease. Searches for a missing minor are to be immediately reported to the Department of Kentucky State Police. Searches for an impaired person are to be immediately reported as a Golden Alert to the local emergency management director and other related parties as well as local media outlets.
SB 93 SCS retained the original provisions of the measure, except to: 
(1)  Remove the word “immediately” from the requirement that a person or organization receiving a report of a missing minor, report that fact immediately to the Department of Kentucky State Police (Affected parties initially receiving the report of a missing person could include local law enforcement or emergency management agencies and rescue squads). 
(2)  Create a new section of KRS Chapter 39F to require:

(a) Each basic search and rescue course under the authority of the state Division of Emergency Management to provide at least 30 minutes of instruction in the behavioral characteristics and proper care of impaired persons; 

(b) Each search and rescue management course under the authority of the state Division of Emergency Management to include at least 1 hour of instruction in the behavioral characteristics and proper care of impaired persons;  

(c) The state Division of Emergency Management to establish course curriculum and time allotted for the courses required by this section and to specify that by promulgation of administrative regulations.
Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The estimated fiscal impact of SB 93 SCS on any particular local government that conducts searches and rescues of lost and missing impaired persons is likely to remain the same as for the measure as introduced, that is to be minimal.  
According to the Kentucky Association of County Judges/Executives, implementation would cause only a minimal fiscal impact for county budgets.  The cost of the reporting aspect of the bill would be negligible.  The training portion of the bill could easily be integrated with other ongoing emergency course training.  

According to the officers of the Kentucky Emergency Management Association (represents local search and rescue teams) changes in classification of terms would not change procedures for conducting the search and would neither result in additional costs or savings. KEMA also indicated that the measure would not require additional training time and resources for search and rescue squads since these personnel are already statutorily required to undergo monthly training and essentially training is ongoing for those types of personnel.
According to the state Emergency Management Division, the measure if enacted and upon implementation: 
· Will not increase significantly the number of searches conducted by local rescue squads since these type of searches are already being done; and
·  Although searches for “impaired persons” as expanded under the measure would be part of the “Golden Alert” report and search system, the procedure itself would be relatively unchanged.
	Data Source(s):
	Kentucky Division of Emergency Management; Kentucky Emergency Management Association; Kentucky County Judge/Executives Association; Kentucky Department of Local Government.
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