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A RESOLUTION recognizing March 30, 2012, as Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day and urging Kentuckians to thank our Vietnam veterans for their service on this occasion.

WHEREAS, the Vietnam War was fought in Vietnam from 1961 to 1975, and involved North Vietnam and the Viet Cong in conflict with the United States Armed Forces and South Vietnam; and

WHEREAS, the United States became involved because policy-makers in the United States believed that if South Vietnam fell to a Communist government, then Communism would spread throughout the rest of Southeast Asia; and

WHEREAS, by the end of 1965, there were 80,000 United States troops in Vietnam, and by 1969, a peak of approximately 543,000 troops was reached; and

WHEREAS, more than 58,000 members of the United States Armed Forces lost their lives in Vietnam, and more than 300,000 members were wounded; and

WHEREAS, the men and women of our Armed Forces served their country bravely and faithfully during the Vietnam War, and deserve our heartfelt recognition and gratitude; and

WHEREAS, when these service members returned home, many of them were caught in the crossfire of public debate about our nation's involvement in the Vietnam War; as a result, these brave men and women never received the welcome home reception and recognition they deserved; and

WHEREAS, on January 27, 1973, the Paris Peace Accords were signed, which required the release of all United States prisoners of war held in North Vietnam and the withdrawal of all members of the United States Armed Forces from Vietnam; and

WHEREAS, on March 30, 1973, the United States Armed Forces completed the withdrawal of combat troops from Vietnam;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky House of Representatives proudly joins our nation, and many state and local governments in recognizing and celebrating Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day on March 30, 2012.

Section 2.   The Kentucky House of Representatives urges all Kentuckians to celebrate Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day by thanking our brave Vietnam veterans for their dedication and service to our nation on this occasion.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Kentucky House of Representatives is directed to send a copy of this Resolution to Representative Myron Dossett, 702 Capitol Avenue, Annex Room 424D, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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