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A RESOLUTION honoring Richard K. Jones, upon his retirement, for his exemplary and distinguished 41 years of service to Park DuValle Community Health Center, Inc.

WHEREAS, Richard K. Jones, after receiving his undergraduate degree from Morehouse College and graduate degree from Atlanta University, moved to Louisville, Kentucky, and in 1970 came to Park DuValle Community Health Center, Inc. from the Health and Welfare Council of the Metro United Way, Inc.; and

WHEREAS, well known throughout the community as "Dick Jones," he said, "My tenure with the Center has been highly varied and interesting, challenging and adventurous but never dull! If I had to choose a single word to capture the whole experience, the word would be: rewarding...the Center became my home away from home, and along with my family, one of my top priorities"; and

WHEREAS, originally, in 1968, the Center served only the west end of Louisville, Kentucky, it has since expanded to three sites in Jefferson County and a rural site in Spencer County; in the 26 years Dick Jones served as Park DuValle Community Health Center, Inc. Chief Executive Officer, he has focused its efforts and resources on providing high quality, comprehensive health care services to the community and Kentucky's most vulnerable populations; over that span of time, the Center provided over 1.3 million medical and dental visits to patients from Metropolitan Louisville and its nearby counties; as a federally qualified health center, the services provided under his leadership continually evolved to meet the ever-changing needs of the community; and

WHEREAS, always committed to serving his community, Richard K. Jones served for six years on the Board of Health of Louisville and Jefferson County and as Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Kentucky Primary Care Association and the Louisville Primary Care Association; he also served on the Boards of the Park DuValle Development Corporation, University Health Care, Inc., and the Northwest Area Health Education Center; he has supported many other health and social agencies in the past and was awarded the Aaron Brown Distinguished Service Award by the Kentucky Primary Care Association; recognition also come from the National Association of Community Health Centers, Jefferson County Government, and Health Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Richard K. Jones' legacy of caring for those most in need of access to quality comprehensive health care and supportive services will always be remembered; he truly embodies the sentiment that "health care is a right, not a privilege";

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives honors and commends Richard K. Jones for his dedication and commitment to the people of the Commonwealth for his 41 years of distinguished service to Park DuValle Community Health Center, Inc.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Richard K. Jones and his lifetime of service.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Reginald Meeks for delivery to Richard K. Jones.
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