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A RESOLUTION urging the Congress of the United States to posthumously promote Colonel Charles D. Young, a Kentucky native, to the rank of brigadier general.

WHEREAS, Charles D. Young was born March 12, 1864 in Mays Lick, Kentucky. His parents, Gabriel and Arminta Young, were former slaves and his father served in the Union Army during the Civil War as a blacksmith and livery stable operator; and

WHEREAS, Charles D. Young was raised in Ripley, Ohio, graduated from high school with honors, and taught in a local high school for several years; and

WHEREAS, Charles D. Young was accepted to the U.S. Military Academy at West Point and graduated in 1889, becoming the third African-American to graduate from West Point; and

WHEREAS, Charles D. Young served with the famed Buffalo Soldiers in the 10th Cavalry in Nebraska and then in the 9th and 10th Cavalries in Utah as a second lieutenant; and

WHEREAS, Charles D. Young served as a professor of military science at Wilberforce University in Wilberforce, Ohio beginning in 1894. During his time in Wilberforce he was promoted to first lieutenant in 1896; and

WHEREAS, Charles D. Young honorably served his country during the Spanish-American War in 1898, at which time he was promoted to major; and

WHEREAS, after the Spanish-American War, Charles D. Young was assigned to Fort Duchesne in Utah, where he successfully arbitrated a dispute between Native Americans and sheep herders; and

WHEREAS, Charles D. Young was promoted to captain in 1901 and led the 9th Cavalry in combat in the Philippines in 1901 and 1902; and

WHEREAS, in 1903, Charles D. Young was in command of the 10th Cavalry at the Presidio in San Francisco, at which time he was designated acting superintendent of Sequoia National Park in California, becoming the first African-American to serve as superintendent of a national park; and

WHEREAS, during Charles D. Young's tenure as acting superintendant at Sequoia National Park, the 10th Cavalry extended the wagon road deep into the park, thus enhancing public access to the natural wonders the park had to offer by building more miles of road in the park than had been built in all the years prior to Charles D. Young's service in 1903. As acting superintendent, Charles D. Young also undertook conservation measures such as curtailing illegal grazing of livestock in the park, putting fences around trees to protect their root systems from the footsteps of visitors, and recommending to the Secretary of the Interior that the federal government acquire privately held lands within the park; and

WHEREAS, with the creation of the Army's Military Information Division (MID), Charles D. Young became an Army military attaché in Port Au Prince, Haiti in 1904, one of the first individuals so designated and the first African-American so named. The position of military attaché involved observing the training and exercises of foreign armies and reporting on their strengths and weaknesses; and

WHEREAS, Charles D. Young was again sent to the Philippines to join the 9th Cavalry in 1908; and

WHEREAS, Charles D. Young was again chosen for duty as a military attaché in 1912, this time in Liberia, where, for his service as an advisor to the Liberian government, his work developing the Liberian frontier forces, and his supervision of the building of much of the country's infrastructure, including roads, he was awarded the Spingarn Award from the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), an annual award that recognizes the African-American who attained the highest achievement during the year in any field of honorable human endeavor; and

WHEREAS, in 1916, Charles D. Young distinguished himself during the expedition into Mexico in pursuit of Pancho Villa, who was responsible for the deaths of American citizens in towns near the U.S.-Mexico border. Commanding a squadron of the 10th Cavalry, Charles D. Young led a charge against the forces of Pancho Villa, rescuing a wounded American general and his men who had been outflanked by the enemy, and later coming to the aid of the 13th U.S. Cavalry squadron which was involved in heavy fighting; and

WHEREAS, because of his distinguished service during the expedition into Mexico, Charles D. Young was promoted to lieutenant colonel and served as commander of Fort Huachuca in Arizona; and

WHEREAS, Charles D. Young was the highest ranking African-American officer in the Army when the United States entered the first world war, but during his scheduled Army physical, Charles D. Young's blood pressure was deemed too high for service, and on June 22, 1917, he was forced into retirement and he returned to his teaching post at Wilberforce University in Wilberforce, Ohio; and

WHEREAS, only one year later, Charles D. Young rode 500 miles on horseback from Wilberforce, Ohio to Washington, D.C. to demonstrate his fitness for duty and to petition the Secretary of War for immediate reinstatement and command of a combat unit in Europe. Charles D. Young was reinstated and promoted to full colonel, the first African-American to attain the rank of colonel in the Army, but the war ended during his assignment to duty at Camp Grant, Illinois; and

WHEREAS, after the end of the first world war, Charles D. Young was again assigned to Liberia as military attaché; and

WHEREAS, Charles D. Young passed away on January 8, 1922 on a research expedition in Lagos, Nigeria. His funeral was one of the few ever held at Memorial Amphitheater at Arlington National Cemetery, and Charles D. Young was laid to rest in Section 3 of the cemetery; and

WHEREAS, Charles D. Young was the devoted husband of his wife, Ada, and the proud father of their two children, Charles, Jr., and Marie, and, in addition to being a distinguished military officer and dedicated family man, Charles D. Young was also an accomplished musician and a linguist who was fluent in several languages; and

WHEREAS, Charles D. Young was a distinguished American who served his nation proudly despite the prejudice he encountered, overcoming discrimination through hard work, talent, and perseverance; and

WHEREAS, the National Veterans Coalition is seeking to have Charles D. Young honored posthumously by having him named a brigadier general and is raising funds to build a statue of Charles D. Young in Washington, D.C., name his birthplace in Mays Lick, Kentucky to state and national registries, name his home in Xenia, Ohio a national landmark, and give National Trail status to the route Charles D. Young and the Buffalo Soldiers travelled when they worked in Sequoia National Park; and

WHEREAS, on June 23, 2011, the Kentucky Commission on Human Rights adopted a resolution supporting all efforts to name Charles D. Young a brigadier general; and

WHEREAS, on March 10, 2011, U.S. Representative Barbara Lee of California introduced H.R. 1015, a resolution to provide for the honorary promotion of Charles D. Young to brigadier general in the United States Army, a measure that has been referred to the House Armed Services Committee and assigned to the House Subcommittee on Military Personnel; and

WHEREAS, having become the highest ranking African-American in the U.S. Army at the time of his death, Charles D. Young should have been promoted to brigadier general because of his outstanding military career and his achievements both at home and abroad;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky House of Representatives urges the Congress of the United States to posthumously promote Colonel Charles D. Young, an African-American and a Kentucky native, to the rank of brigadier general, and supports all efforts being made by national organizations and members of the Congress of the United States in pursuit of this endeavor.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the offices of each member of Kentucky's Congressional delegation in Washington, D.C.; and to the Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, John Boehner, 1011 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515, and the Majority Leader of the United States Senate, Harry Reid, 522 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510.

Page 1 of 1
BR020800.100 - 208 - 510

Jacketed

