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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Early Childhood Advisory Council to conduct a study of the current practices and delivery models for public pre-kindergarten education in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

WHEREAS, it is the goal of the General Assembly to make voluntary, quality preschool education more available for Kentucky children who are three and four years of age; and

WHEREAS, public, private, and community-based programs and the federal Head Start program are currently engaged in providing childcare and preschool services and education programs for children throughout the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, there is potential for a greater role for public, private, and community-based providers and the Head Start program in helping to meet the needs of Kentucky's children and communities; and

WHEREAS, the cooperation and collaboration of all providers will be essential to ensuring the availability and provision of quality early care and education services for Kentucky's youngest citizens;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Early Childhood Advisory Council shall conduct a study of the current practices and delivery models for public pre-kindergarten education programs and services in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Section 2.   The study shall identify an array of delivery models that emphasize operational collaboration and provide quality early care and education services, including those models currently in use in Kentucky and across the United States, to determine models that provide cost savings, resource efficiencies, and overall quality effectiveness.

Section 3.   The study shall further assess the impact on child care programs if such diverse delivery models were not made available in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Section 4.   The study and any resulting recommendations shall be reported to the Interim Joint Committee on Education by December 31, 2012.
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