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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION urging a study of the growth of wild pig populations in Kentucky, and addressing in particular the dangers and problems that wild swine present for the state's environment, farmers, landowners, and citizens.

WHEREAS, the numbers of wild pigs, often called feral pigs, are spreading in Kentucky, creating a host of biological, economic, and health-related problems with that population growth; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources and Department of Agriculture have recognized the environmental, agricultural, and wildlife management problems associated with wild hogs and have instituted measures to reduce their numbers; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky has historically allowed the year-round removal of wild pigs; and

WHEREAS, while reports of feral hogs were relatively uncommon in the state until the 1990s, in recent years the animals have been documented across the Commonwealth in the form of localized, disconnected wild populations; and

WHEREAS, the origins of wild pig populations are from domestic stock, the Eurasian wild boar, or hybrids of these; and

WHEREAS, investigations have indicated that, in addition to natural movements, wild swine have colonized new areas of the state by virtue of being released illegally for recreational hunting opportunities; and

WHEREAS, wild pigs are extremely adaptable, reproduce vigorously, can thrive in a variety of habitats, are voracious eaters, and prey on native wildlife; and

WHEREAS, feral hogs pose threats by outcompeting native wildlife for food and space by destroying native plant communities; and

WHEREAS, wild pigs present a significant problem for farmers and landowners through crop depredation, disease threats to domestic livestock, and damage to land from forging, rooting, and wallowing; and

WHEREAS, wild pigs are active carriers of a host of wildlife-related diseases that affect livestock, native wildlife, pets, and humans;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, in continued cooperation with the Department of Agriculture, is urged to investigate the conservation and wildlife, environmental, agricultural, economic, and health and disease impacts of the growth of the wild swine population in the state. As an outcome of its work, the department is urged to develop a long-range plan to control and manage, and attempt to eradicate, Kentucky's growing wild hog population.

Section 2.   The Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources is requested to issue a preliminary report on the study to the Interim Joint Committee on Natural Resources and Environment, the Interim Joint Committee on Agriculture, and the Legislative Research Commission by October 31, 2012. The department is urged to issue a final report on the findings and any recommendations of the study, including potential legislative action, to the Senate Standing Committee on Natural Resources and Energy, the House Standing Committee on Natural Resources and Environment, the Senate Standing Committee on Agriculture, the House Standing Committee on Agriculture and Small Business, and the Legislative Research Commission by January 31, 2013.

Section 3.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and designate a study completion date.
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