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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing the Legislative Research Commission to create a task force to develop a strategy to provide computing devices such as laptops, tablets, netbooks, and e-readers to fifth and sixth grade students for school and home use.

WHEREAS, Kentucky has made great progress in creating a framework to move the Commonwealth from a farming and manufacturing economy to one that is based on science and technology; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Education Reform Act with its subsequent funding enabled schools to move into the technology age by providing equipment and training to help teachers integrate technology into the curriculum; and

WHEREAS, technology maximizes the chances for success in school by providing resources and learning opportunities beyond the traditional classroom; and

WHEREAS, research indicates that students who have access to technology in their homes are able to acquire a higher level of education; and

WHEREAS, fifth and sixth grade students are at a pivotal point in their school career and many do not have access to technology in their homes; and

WHEREAS, there are many individuals, businesses, industries, and civic organizations who would like to help students achieve their academic potential;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission is directed to establish the Task Force on Student Access to Technology to develop a strategy and funding mechanism to provide fifth and sixth grade students with access to computing devices such as laptops, tablets, netbooks, and e-readers for school and home use. The task force shall invite representatives of agencies, businesses, industries, civic organizations, and others who may provide information and resources in developing and implementing the strategy for providing computing devices to fifth and sixth grade students. The study shall review the statewide availability of broadband technology that is necessary for students to acquire the best use of their computing devices when at home.

Section 2.   
(1)
The task force of the Legislative Research Commission shall be appointed by June 1, 2012, and shall be composed of the following members with final membership of the task force being subject to the consideration and approval of the Legislative Research Commission:

(a)
The chair of the Senate Education Committee;

(b)
The chair of the House Education Committee;

(c)
The chair of the Senate Appropriations and Revenue Committee;

(d)
The chair of the House Appropriations and Revenue Committee;

(e)
Three members of the Senate, two to be appointed by the President of the Senate, and one to be appointed by the Minority Floor Leader of the Senate; and

(f)
Three members of the House of Representatives, two to be appointed by the Speaker of the House, and one to be appointed by the Minority Floor Leader of the House.

(2)
The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House shall each appoint one co-chair of the task force from among the members of the task force.

Section 3.   The task force shall report its findings to the Legislative Research Commission for referral to the appropriate committee or committees no later than December 1, 2012.

Section 4.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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