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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION relating to the study of preferential voting in elections.

WHEREAS, preferential voting, also known as instant-runoff voting, in a primary or election is a process of a voter awarding all candidates on a ballot a ranking from first preference to last preference and, if no candidate receives greater than 50 percent of the total first preference votes cast, the candidate receiving the least number of total first preference votes is eliminated and the votes are then retabulated until one candidate is determined to have received an absolute majority of support of the electorate, as opposed to a simple majority in a typical single-vote election system; and

WHEREAS, the supporters of preferential voting contend that the election method produces winning candidates with greater mandates from the electorate, encourages coalition building across political parties, and increases opportunities for candidates outside of the major political parties; and

WHEREAS, preferential voting has been used in some or all elections in Portland, Maine; San Francisco, California; Oakland, California; Minneapolis, Minnesota; and Saint Paul, Minnesota; as well as in Australia, India, and Ireland; for a period of time extensive enough to determine its relative merits to a single-vote election system; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly believes that an election system that potentially encourages greater coalition building and participation in the political process warrants study and consideration;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Preferential Voting in Elections Task Force is hereby created.

Section 2.   The Preferential Voting in Elections Task Force shall consist of:

(1)
The chair of the Senate State and Local Government Committee, who shall be co-chair of the task force; however, if he or she declines to serve, the President of the Senate shall designate a member of the Senate to serve as co-chair of the task force;

(2)
The chair of the House of Representatives Elections, Constitutional Amendments, and Intergovernmental Affairs Committee, who shall be co-chair of the task force; however, if he or she declines to serve, the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall designate a member of the House of Representatives to serve as co-chair of the task force;

(3)
Two additional members of the Senate, one to be appointed by the Senate President and one to be appointed by the Senate Minority Floor Leader;

(4)
Two additional members of the House of Representatives, one to be appointed by the Speaker of the House and one to be appointed by the House Minority Floor Leader;

(5)
A District Court, Circuit Court, or Court of Appeals Judge, or a Supreme Court Justice, recommended by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Kentucky;

(6)
The Secretary of State, or his or her designee;

(7)
The Executive Director of the State Board of Elections, or his or her designee;

(8)
Two county clerks with experience administering elections, with one recommended by each of the co-chairs;

(9)
Two elected city officials, or merged city and county officials, from different cities or merged city and county governments within the Commonwealth of Kentucky, with one recommended by each of the co-chairs;

(10)
The State Chairman of the Republican Party of Kentucky, or his or her designee;

(11)
The State Chairman of the Kentucky Democratic Party, or his or her designee; and

(12)
Two residents of the Commonwealth of Kentucky that are registered to vote in the Commonwealth, but who are not registered as a member of either of the two major political parties, with one recommended by each of the co-chairs.

Section 3.   (1)
The Preferential Voting in Elections Task Force shall study whether the General Assembly should alter some or all of the primaries or regular elections in the Commonwealth to use preferential voting.

(2)
The study shall, insofar as possible, consider:

(a)
The different forms of preferential voting and the relative benefits and detriments of each system;

(b)
Whether the use of preferential voting in elections in the Commonwealth would be possible using the current elections machines used by the counties;

(c)
If possible, whether the use of the current elections machines, with special consideration to machines used for voters with disabilities, would require modification or reprogramming and, if so, the cost of any required modification or reprogramming;

(d)
The experience of other jurisdictions that use preferential voting and whether preferential voting is used in both partisan and nonpartisan primaries and elections in those jurisdictions; 

(e)
Whether preferential voting has increased voter turnout and the number of candidates seeking election in jurisdictions where it is used, and whether it could have the potential to increase voter turnout and the number of candidates seeking election if used in some or all primaries or elections in the Commonwealth;

(f)
The average percentage of votes that a winning candidate receives in primaries and elections in the Commonwealth using the current voting system;

(g)
Whether preferential voting, where a candidate would always ultimately receive greater than 50 percent of the total vote, would result in substantial increases to the average percentage of votes that a winning candidate receives in the Commonwealth;

(h)
Whether preferential voting has resulted in an increase in the number of political parties, or the election of independent or alternative political party candidates, in jurisdictions where it is used; and whether it could have the potential to increase the number of political parties, or the election of independent or alternative political party candidates, if used in some or all primaries or elections in the Commonwealth; and

(i)
Such other considerations of preferential voting in elections as may be needed for a complete understanding of the voting system and how it might impact elections in the Commonwealth.

Section 4.   The Preferential Voting in Elections Task Force shall produce a draft of the findings of its study and any recommended changes to the statutes governing elections to the Interim Task Force on Elections, Constitutional Amendments, and Intergovernmental Affairs of the Interim Joint Committee on State Government and to the Legislative Research Commission no later than December 7, 2012.

Section 5.   Final membership of the Preferential Voting in Elections Task Force shall be subject to the consideration and approval of the Legislative Research Commission.

Section 6.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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