Local Mandate Fiscal Impact Estimate
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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	48


	Bill #:
	HB 31


	Bill Subject/Title:
	Naming of public properties


	Sponsor:
	Representative  Ron Crimm


	Unit of Government:
	X
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	X
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted
	Fiscal courts, city commissions, road, utility, and parks departments 


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 31 creates a new section of KRS Chapter 2 to set forth the criteria for the naming of public property owned, maintained, operated, utilized, or leased by the state or any of its political subdivisions, including city and county governments. The measure prohibits the naming of any property in honor of an individual or group of individuals who have not been deceased for at least two years and either:

(1) Served in the military and died in the line of duty;
(2) Served as part of a state or local police, fire, or emergency medical service system and died in the line of duty;
(3) Served with distinction in a public educational system;

(4) Served with distinction as a public servant;

(5) Had a historical association with the area where the public property is located; or

(6) Was nominated through a citizen petition process.

HB 31 also amends KRS 177.074 to restrict the naming of roads, highways, and bridges to only an honoree who has:

(1) Been deceased for not less than two years;

(2) Served in the military and lost his or her life in the line of duty; or

(3) Served as part of a state or local police, fire, or emergency medical service system.

The measure stipulates that the proposed restrictions shall not affect the names of any public property except under certain conditions.
Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 31 on most local governments is expected to be a minimal to moderate cost.
Local governments would only be required under HB 31 to change the name of an existing property if:  (1) a property is named after an individual convicted of a felony; (2) revocation of a naming has been mandated by the General Assembly; or (3) revocation of a naming has been petitioned by the citizens of the Commonwealth.  The measure does not address how the citizen petition process would work; it does not specify the number of signature needed or the timeline to process such a request.

If HB 31 is enacted, local governments will be required to review the names of all their properties to determine if any property is named after someone convicted of a felony.  The list of public properties to review would be lengthy:  roads and road segments, office buildings and structures of any kind, parks and parks pavilions, and bridges.  Since there is no timeline associated with the felonies, the review could require historical research.  Staff would also need to monitor for future felony convictions as well. The task could be time consuming and may require some background checks which could cost up to $20 per name to be checked.
 

It is not anticipated that enactment of HB 31 will require local governments to make many changes in the name of public properties.  If based on the provisions of the bill, a local government is required to change the name of a property, the cost could be as little as $100 to $200 to change signs for a change in the name of a road or a park pavilion.  However, Louisville Metro Government estimates that based, on recent experience, it could cost between $6,000 and $10,000 to change the name of one of its buildings.
	Data Source(s):
	LRC staff; League of Cities; Transportation Cabinet, Department of Highways; Deputy Franklin County Judge Executive; Frankfort City Manager; Louisville Metro Government; Administrative Office of the Courts; Kentucky State Police Criminal Records Office


	Preparer:
	Mary Lynn Collins
	Reviewer:
	     
	Date:
	     


� The Administrative Office of the Courts charges $15 per background check; the Kentucky State Police can run a more extensive background check that includes a check of criminal history beyond the state of Kentucky and charges $20.   
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