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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1154


	Bill #:
	HB 238 HCS


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to the safe disposal of prescription medications and making an appropriation therefor


	Sponsor:
	Representative Joni Jenkins


	Unit of Government:
	x
	City
	x
	County
	x
	Urban-County

	
	x
	Charter County
	x
	Consolidated Local
	x
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted
	Local governments and law enforcement agencies


	Requirement:
	 
	Mandatory
	x
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	x
	Modifies Existing
	x
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
This legislation creates a safe drop off drugs program in which local governments may choose to participate. The program would allow people with unopened and unused prescription drugs and medicines to deposit them in permanent drop off boxes located within municipal police stations. The program would encourage the public to safely dispose of prescription drugs and medicines in order to reduce the amount of drugs in Kentucky’s drinking water.

HB 238 HCS deletes references to eligibility for the Kentucky Pride program. The House Committee Substitute continues to provide that if a local government participates in the safe drop of drugs program, the local solid waste management plan required to be submitted to the Cabinet for Health and Family Services (the Cabinet) must specify the location of a safe drop off box for the prescription drugs. The HCS makes it clear that drop off box shall only be used by an individual or household and not a commercial source. The reference to prescription drugs becoming the property of the Cabinet has been deleted by the committee substitute. The Cabinet would not be required to approve drop off boxes of a local government, but any drug recycling program apparently must still be approved by the Cabinet. 

The HCS allows local governments that participate in the program to create alternative local programs for the drop off and disposal of prescription drugs. Private entities would not be required to establish a prescription drug or medicine recycling program under the act.

Law enforcement offices that participate in the program, must still (1) have their procedures for disposal of prescription drugs to a permitted solid waste disposal site approved by the Cabinet; (2) post a sign designating the station that is participating in the program; and (3) monitor the volume of prescription drugs deposited in the drop off box, according to administrative regulations promulgated by the Cabinet.      

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
For local governments that participate in the safe drop off drugs program, the fiscal impact of HB 238 HCS is still expected to be a minimal increase in costs. For law enforcement agencies located within the jurisdiction of a participating solid waste entity, the fiscal impact of this legislation is expected to be at least a minimal increase in costs. 

County and municipal governments that participate in the safe drop off drugs program will incur costs related to three requirements. 

First, Section 2 of the bill requires solid waste management plans to include information that describes the permanent drop off box location; the surveillance and enforcement procedures related to the drop off box; and the method of disposal. These requirements are expected to result in minimal additional costs for participating local governments. 

Second, Section 3 requires each solid waste governing board—including those administered by local governments—to include in their annual report to the Energy and Environment Cabinet information about their safe drop off drugs program. Governing boards must currently submit an annual report to the cabinet, so adding a requirement to include information about the safe drop off drugs program may marginally increase local government costs. 

Third, Section 4 requires counties to include information about their participation in the safe drop off drugs program in their annual report about their universal solid waste collection program. Because filing an annual report is not a new requirement, adding this requirement may increase local government costs by a marginal amount. 

For local law enforcement agencies located within the jurisdiction of a solid waste entity that participates in the safe drop off drugs program, additional costs will be incurred. Section 2 of the bill requires law enforcement officials to determine the location of a secure collection site within the station; report the location to the cabinet; establish procedures related to the pickup and transport of collections; post a sign designating the station as a participant; and monitor the volume of drugs deposited in the drop off box. Consequently, law enforcement expenditures are expected to increase at least minimally.      
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