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A RESOLUTION honoring the Christian County Colonels for winning the 2011 PNC Bank/Kentucky High School Athletic Association Boys' Sweet Sixteen Basketball Tournament.

WHEREAS, on March 16, 2011, at historic Rupp Arena in Lexington, Kentucky, the Christian County Colonels defeated the Rowan County Vikings in double overtime by a score of 65-63 to win the coveted 2011 PNC Bank/Kentucky High School Athletic Association Boys' Sweet Sixteen Basketball Tournament; and 

WHEREAS, the championship game was a thrilling affair that saw Rowan County hit a three-pointer with time expiring in the first overtime to extend the game. With the game and its season in the balance, Christian County remained composed and won a contest that will be talked about for years in the state of Kentucky. With time running out in the second overtime, point guard Anthony Hickey delivered a pass to Veontae Lewis, who hit a shot out of the left corner just as the buzzer sounded to give Christian County its first ever state championship. Lewis finished the game with 20 points, Nick Riley added 19, and Anthony Hickey scored 17 and pulled down 12 rebounds. Hickey, Lewis, and Donovan Kates earned All-Tournament Team honors, and Hickey was named the Sweet Sixteen's Most Valuable Player; and 

WHEREAS, the victory capped a tremendous season for the Colonels. They won 25 out of 34 games, finishing out the season by winning 16 of the last 17 games. On their way to their historic state title, Christian County beat favorite Eastern High School in the semifinals of the PNC Bank/KHSAA Sweet Sixteen, a game that saw the Colonels improbably commit just one turnover; and

WHEREAS, the Colonels were ably led by Coach Kerry Stovall. Members of the team were Veontae Lewis, C.J. Cotton, Jarvis Irby, Isaiah Dooley, Dayshaun Matlock, Marcoreyon Tandy, Anthony Hickey, Demarius Poindexter, Nick Riley, Donovan Kates, Korey Moseby, Antwain Poindexter, Chucky Hughes, Kenyon Wheeler, and James White; and 

WHEREAS, it is appropriate that this Honorable Body recognize the perseverance, efforts, and accomplishments of this outstanding group of young men, who exemplify the best in dedication and teamwork, and who will forever be remembered in the storied annals of Kentucky high school basketball history;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby recognize and honor the Christian County Colonels, Head Coach Kerry Stovall, the assistants and support staff, parents, Principal Kathy Johnson, and the entire Christian County community upon winning the 2011 PNC Bank/KHSAA Boys' Sweet Sixteen Basketball Tournament.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Joey Pendleton for delivery to the team.
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