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A RESOLUTION recognizing March as "Women's History Month" and celebrating an historical milestone achieved by the women of the 2011 General Assembly.

WHEREAS, American women of every race, class, and ethnic background have made historic contributions in every area to the growth and strength of our Nation in countless recorded and unrecorded ways; and

WHEREAS, as recently as 1970, women's history was virtually an unknown topic in our nation's schools or in the general public consciousness. To raise awareness, the Education Task Force of the Sonoma County, California, Commission on the Status of Women initiated a Women's History Week celebration in 1978. After its activities in March of that year were met with enthusiastic response, the education process continued. A member of the group was invited to Sarah Lawrence College in 1979 to participate in Women's History Institutes, attended by the national leaders of organizations for women and girls. Attendees began similar celebrations within their own organizations and school districts and secured a Congressional Resolution declaring a National Women's History Week. In 1981, Senator Orrin Hatch of Utah and Representative Barbara Mikulski of Maryland cosponsored the first Joint Congressional Resolution recognizing National Women's History Week; and

WHEREAS, as word spread across the nation, state departments of education encouraged celebrations of National Women's History Week as an effective means to achieve equity goals within classrooms. Essay contests, special programs, and other community observances focused on the significance of women in history. Within just a few years, thousands of schools and communities were celebrating National Women's History Week, supported and encouraged by resolutions from Governors, city councils, school boards, and the United States Congress; and

WHEREAS, in 1987, the National Women's History Project petitioned Congress to expand the national celebration to the entire month of March. Since that time, the National Women's History Month Resolution has been approved with bipartisan support in both chambers of Congress, and the President has issued for our nation a special Women's History Month Proclamation each year. This year, to honor women's tenacity, courage, and creativity, "Our History is Our Strength" has been chosen as the theme for the 2011 National Women's History Month; and

WHEREAS, American women have played and continue to play a critical economic, cultural, and social role in every sphere of the life of the nation by constituting a significant portion of the labor force, working inside and outside of the home; and

WHEREAS, American women have played a unique role throughout the history of the nation by providing the majority of the volunteer labor force and improving the productivity of the workplace. American women were the driving force behind the establishment of early charitable philanthropic and cultural institutions, and yet it was their work ethic that helped tilt the momentum of World War II in favor of our nation; and

WHEREAS, American women of every race, class, and ethnic background have served as early leaders in the forefront of every major progressive social change movement. Women have been leaders, not only in securing their own rights of suffrage and equal opportunity, but also in the abolitionist movement, the emancipation movement, the industrial labor movement, the civil rights movement, and other movements, especially the peace movement, which have served to create a more fair and just society for all; and

WHEREAS, despite the countless contributions women have made in the United States and efforts to recognize their importance in history, the role of American women has been overlooked. This Honorable Body lauds the efforts to raise awareness of women in history, not only during this month, but also throughout the year; and

WHEREAS, it is believed that there are more women serving as Senators and Representatives during the 2011 Regular Session than at any other time in the history of the Commonwealth, and it is through their presence and commitment that the General Assembly is a better place and the interests of the citizens are better represented;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   In recognition of the countless contributions women have made in all areas of life throughout history, the House of Representatives joins the United States Congress in expressing gratitude to the women of our nation.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives, in accordance with President Barack Obama's Proclamation, recognizes March as Women's History Month and encourages participation in all events and observances and programs that commemorate women and their many accomplishments.

Section Error! Bookmark not defined..   The House of Representatives acknowledges the milestone achieved by the women of the 2011 General Assembly as they hold a record number of seats in the pursuit of representing the citizens of the Commonwealth.
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