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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor and loving memory of Warren Harding Cooper.

WHEREAS, Warren Harding Cooper was born October 8, 1920, in Brooksville, Kentucky, the son of the late Alfred and Mary Cooper; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Cooper's interest in the game of basketball began at a young age, and he began playing for the school team in Brooksville in the eighth grade. He developed a true passion for the sport, and in 1939, with the help of his brothers Earl and Marvin, Brooksville High School won the Kentucky High School Basketball Championship. Following the championship win, both Mr. Cooper and his brother Marvin were selected for the Kentucky All State Team; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Cooper was recruited by Morehead State Teachers College in 1941 to play basketball. In 1944, while playing against the Louisville Cardinals, Mr. Cooper scored 39 points, a record for a single game in the Kentucky Intercollegiate Athletic Conference up to that time. Mr. Cooper was selected as the second All-American from Morehead State Teachers College. His jersey, number 25, is retired and hangs in the Academic-Athletic Center on campus; and

WHEREAS, following graduation in 1945, Mr. Cooper married his college sweetheart, Lake Cornett, and began a successful career coaching basketball that spanned 25 years. He took Dilce Combs, of Perry County, to the state tournament in 1954, and the talent of this team made an impression upon Mr. Cooper that would last his entire life. He became the coach of the Morehead High School Vikings in 1956, and in the first season under his guidance, the Vikings won 19 games, a monumental achievement when compared to only two wins in the previous season. He went on to lead the Vikings to the regional tournament nine times during his 14 years as head coach; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Cooper was not only a dedicated basketball coach, but a teacher as well. During his 34 years as an educator, he taught math, physical education, and economics, and served as an assistant principal; and

WHEREAS, as a result of Mr. Cooper's distinguished career, he was the recipient of numerous awards and honors. He was inducted into the Morehead State University Athletic Hall of Fame in 1985, the Sweet Sixteen Official Hall of Fame in 1985, Dawahare's Kentucky High School Athletic Association Hall of Fame in 1990, and the Rowan County Senior High School's Alumni Hall of Fame in 2010, and named to the Kentucky Association of Basketball Coaches Court of Honor in 2007. As a tribute to his legacy, the former Morehead High School, now Rowan County Senior High School, named the high school gym the "Warren H. Cooper Gymnasium" in honor of his positive influence upon the young people of the community and dedication to the sport of basketball; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Cooper was a faithful member of the First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ); and

WHEREAS, Mr. Cooper is survived by one son, Fred Cooper; one daughter, Penny Cooper Alderman; a brother, Dale Cooper; a sister, Eva Carpenter; and eight grandchildren, three great-grandchildren, and several nieces and nephews; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Cooper departed this earthly life on December 13, 2010, and his devotion to his family, friends, and community will be remembered by members of this Commonwealth for many years to come;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Senate of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, both individually and collectively, express their sympathies and condolences to the family, friends, and community of Warren Harding Cooper.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of Warren Harding Cooper.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Walter Blevins for delivery to the family of Warren Harding Cooper.
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