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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of Don and Mira Ball on the occasion of earning the W.T. Young Lifetime Achievement Award from Commerce Lexington.

WHEREAS, Don and Mira Ball first incorporated their home construction business, Ball Homes, in 1959, and in the five decades since have built homes for thousands of Kentuckians; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. and Mrs. Ball have also developed their 650-acre thoroughbred operation, Donamire Farm, into one of this Commonwealth's most revered and dynamic horse farms, noted for its natural beauty, architecture, and gardens; and

WHEREAS, Mr. and Mrs. Ball have used their good fortune, knowledge of sensible financial practices, and business connections to advance the causes in which they believe, among them education, historic preservation, affordable housing, quality health care, and the improvement of the thoroughbred industry; and

WHEREAS, Mr. and Mrs. Ball have lent their time, effort, and considerable talents to numerous organizations, including service on the boards of the Family Court Advisory Council, the Hope Center, Realtor-Community Housing Foundation, REACH, the Center for Training and Employment, the Sanders-Brown Center on Aging, the Bluegrass Community Foundation, the United Way of the Bluegrass, the Kentucky Horse Park, the Kentucky Chamber of Commerce; the Greater Lexington Chamber of Commerce; Midway College, Kentucky Utilities; the Kentucky Housing Corporation, Good Samaritan Hospital, St. Joseph Hospital Foundation, Virginia Place, the Kentucky Thoroughbred Development Fund, the Kentucky Thoroughbred Association, Lexington United, the YWCA of Lexington, Sayre School, Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children, the Lexington Industrial Foundation, the Bluegrass Community Foundation, Kentucky Education Television Endowment Board, the Children's Advocacy Center, the Kentucky Historical Society, and the Governor's Mansion Preservation Foundation; and

WHEREAS, through Ball Homes, Mrs. and Mrs. Ball and their family led efforts that raised $500,000 for victims of Hurricane Katrina, supported Hoops for Haiti, and the University of Kentucky's DanceBlue program; and

WHEREAS, Ball Homes Night of Hope to benefit the Hope Center, fights homelessness and benefits the homeless in numerous ways, from shelter to nutrition to health, social, and employment services; and

WHEREAS, Mr. and Mrs. Ball have also demonstrated a lengthy commitment to public service, with Mr. Ball serving three terms in the Kentucky House of Representatives, including one term as Republican Caucus Chair and one term as Republican Floor Leader; and 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Ball served six years on the University of Kentucky Board of Trustees, including three years as that body's chair, the first woman to serve in the position, and has worked with the Kentucky Economic Development Task Force and served on the Governor's Commission on Tax Policy; and

WHEREAS, Mr. and Mrs. Ball have left a legacy of public service and charity to the next generation of their family, which continues to operate their eponymous company and have increased its competitiveness in a tough environment for homebuilders; and

WHEREAS, in recognition of Mr. and Mrs. Ball's many accomplishments and record of service to our Commonwealth, they were recognized by Commerce Lexington with the W.T. Young Lifetime Achievement Award, an honor given only to truly exceptional community leaders who have attained unparalleled success in business and made significant contribution to public well-being; and

WHEREAS, this Senate joins Commerce Lexington and all Kentuckians in recognizing Don and Mira Ball for their many efforts over their lifetimes to build a stronger Kentucky where all citizens have the opportunity to create a better life; and

WHEREAS, Don and Mira Ball, true to their nature, have helped to build a strong foundation for this Commonwealth through their many endeavors that will serve Kentucky well for generations to come;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate congratulates Don and Mira Ball on earning the W.T. Young Lifetime Achievement Award from Commerce Lexington, thanks them for their selfless service to this Commonwealth and her citizens, and finds them wholly deserving of this honor.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Don and Mira Ball.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Don and Mira Ball, 4151 Old Frankfort Pike, Lexington, Kentucky 40510.
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