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AN ACT relating to university undergraduate completion.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 164 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The General Assembly hereby finds that:

(a)
The prosperity of Kentucky is dependent upon the educational attainment of its citizens;

(b)
The social and economic future of our state is dependent upon increasing the number of Kentucky's citizens with a college degree; and

(c)
It is critical for the universities of the Commonwealth to provide undergraduate students with a strong undergraduate curriculum and to efficiently graduate these students with a bachelor of arts or a bachelor of science degree.
(2)
No later than December 1, 2011, each public university shall submit to the Council on Postsecondary Education a plan, using a common format specified by the council, that lists goals, strategies, incentives, programs, and timelines to increase the number of students who graduate with a bachelor's degree in a minimum amount of time and course hours accrued. The board of trustees or board of regents of each public university shall formally adopt the plan, which shall take into account the unique demographics and service needs of the university's primary geographical area.
(3)
The council shall:

(a)
No later than August 30, 2011, establish a tracking process that will collect data on the number of attempted and earned course credit hours for each beginning freshman and transfer student entering each university in the fall 2011 semester, and in subsequent terms;

(b)
Track each student across each term of enrollment until bachelor's degree completion;

(c)
No later than November 1, 2013, and annually thereafter, report to the Legislative Research Commission on:

1.
The number of students who complete bachelor's degrees categorized by:

a.
The number of terms and years taken for completion;

b.
The total number of hours attempted and earned; and

c.
The average hours earned per term;

2.
The number of students who complete bachelor's degrees at their university of origin and the number of transfer students who complete bachelor's degrees; and

3.
The average time to bachelor's degree completion, reported in four (4), five (5), six (6), or more increments, for students who:

a.
Attend full-time across academic terms; and

b.
Attend part-time across academic terms; and

(d)
By October 31 of each year, report to the Interim Joint Committee on Education and post on the council's Web site an institutional profile for each public research and comprehensive university in Kentucky and a composite system profile. The profiles shall include:

1.
Current revenue by category and changes in revenue over the prior six (6) years;

2.
Current full-time enrollment and changes in full-time enrollment over the prior six (6) years;

3.
The current ACT average score and changes in the ACT average score over the prior six (6) years;

4.
The current percentage of freshman taking remedial courses and changes in that percentage over the prior six (6) years; 

5.
The current four (4), five (5), and six (6) year graduation rates and changes in these graduation rates over the prior six (6) years; 

6.
Current tuition rates and changes in tuition rates over the prior six (6) years;

7.
Current credentials issued and changes in credentials issued over the prior six (6) years; and

8.
Any additional accountability measures developed by the council.

(4)
No later than October 31, 2014, the board of trustees or the board of regents of each public university shall include progress toward the goals of the plan required by subsection (2) of this section as part of the annual evaluation of the president of the institution.
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