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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of Wendell Berry upon receiving the National Humanities Medal. 

WHEREAS, Wendell Berry was born in Henry County, Kentucky, on August 5, 1934. The son of a lawyer and tobacco farmer, he majored in English at the University of Kentucky and studied writing at Stanford University as a Wallace Stegner Fellow. He published his first book of poems, November Twenty Six Nineteen Hundred Sixty Three, in 1964. His early poems were dedicated to nature and the farming life that he had known as a child; his vision of his native Kentucky and the pastoral scenes of his youth were eloquently transmitted through his verse. In the late 1960s and early 1970s, Mr. Berry moved toward a more activist stance, but his poetry maintained the same exactitude and realism that has marked all of his work. An author of over 10 collections of stories and more than 20 books of nonfiction, Mr. Berry is a recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship, and he is one of the more prolific authors and thinkers in the history of this great Commonwealth; and 

WHEREAS, on March 2, 2011, Wendell Berry was duly honored for his passionate and distinguished writing career. At a ceremony in the East Room of the White House, Mr. Berry was one of 10 recipients of the National Humanities Medal. Established in 1988 as the Charles Frankel Prize and renamed in 1997, the National Humanities Medal is bestowed upon individuals who deepen the nation's understanding of humanities, broaden citizen engagement with the humanities, or help preserve and expand Americans' access to important resources in the humanities; and 

WHEREAS, said President Barack Obama at the ceremony: "One of the great joys of being President is getting a chance to pay tribute to the artists and authors, the poets and performers, who have touched our hearts and opened our minds." Wendell Berry, as both a renowned poet and an accomplished activist, has used his art to touch the hearts and open the minds of all citizens of the Commonwealth. While not all in this Honorable Body may agree with his views, all will applaud the conviction of his beliefs, the eloquence of his art, and the esteem with which he is held across this great nation;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives commends Wendell Berry for a lifetime of good work, for the indelible mark he has put on the literature of Kentucky, and for winning the prestigious National Humanities Medal. 

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Wendell Berry. 

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Rick Rand for delivery.
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