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AN ACT relating to deadly weapons.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 527 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Any person may carry a concealed firearm or other deadly weapon on or about his or her  person in the Commonwealth of Kentucky if the person is twenty-one (21) years of age or older and the person is not:

(a)
Prohibited from possessing a firearm pursuant to KRS 527.040;

(b)
Prohibited from possessing a firearm under federal law; or

(c)
Prohibited from possessing a firearm by an order of a:

1.
Kentucky court;

2.
State court of another state of the United States which is subject to full faith and credit by a Kentucky court;

3.
United States federal court; or a

4.
United States military court.

(2) 
A person who is eligible to carry a concealed firearm or other deadly weapon on or about his or her person pursuant to subsection (1) of this section shall be subject to the following restrictions as to locations where a concealed firearm or other deadly weapon shall not be carried:

(a)
On property owned or controlled by the United States government where firearms or other deadly weapons are prohibited by federal law or regulation;

(b)
In the area of an airport which is a secure area as determined by federal law or regulation;

(c)
In any area or at any meeting where a person holding a concealed deadly weapon license pursuant to KRS 237.110 or 237.138 to 237.142, other than a person who is issued a concealed deadly weapon license pursuant to KRS 527.020(6), is prohibited from carrying a concealed deadly weapon pursuant to KRS 237.110, 237.115, 527.070, or other section of the Kentucky Revised Statutes.

(3)
The provisions of this section shall not authorize the concealed carrying of a firearm or other deadly weapon in another state unless that state chooses to honor the provisions of this section.

(4)
The provisions of this section shall not be construed to repeal or amend any of the provisions of KRS 237.110, 237.138 to 237.142, 527.020, or any other section of the Kentucky Revised Statutes but shall be held and construed as ancillary and supplemental thereto.

Section 2.   KRS 527.020 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
[A person is guilty of carrying a concealed weapon when he or she carries concealed a firearm or other deadly weapon on or about his or her person.

(2)
]Elected peace officers, including jailers, may carry concealed deadly weapons at all times and all locations within the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

(2)
(a)
Nonelected peace officers, including deputy jailers and the corrections department head and correctional officers of a local correctional facility in a jurisdiction in which the office of jailer has been merged with the office of sheriff, who are directly employed by state, county, urban-county, charter county, city, or consolidated local governments may carry concealed deadly weapons on or about their person at all times and all locations within the Commonwealth of Kentucky when expressly authorized to do so in writing by the government employing the peace officer.

(b)
A deputy jailer or correctional officer employed by a unit of local government, prior to carrying a concealed deadly weapon, shall have completed Department of Corrections basic training and be current in his or her in-service training for jailers.[and ]

(3)
Certified court security officers, when necessary for their protection in the discharge of their official duties may carry concealed deadly weapons on or about their person at all times and all locations within the Commonwealth of Kentucky when expressly authorized to do so by the government employing the court security officer.[;]

(4)
United States mail carriers when actually engaged in their duties may carry concealed deadly weapons on or about their person in accordance with federal law and federal regulation[; and agents and messengers of express companies, when necessary for their protection in the discharge of their official duties, may carry concealed weapons on or about their person.

(3)
Policemen directly employed by state, county, city, or urban-county governments may carry concealed deadly weapons on or about their person at all times within the Commonwealth of Kentucky, when expressly authorized to do so by the government employing the officer].

(5)[(4)]
Persons, except those specified in subsection (6)[(5)] of this section, licensed to carry a concealed deadly weapon pursuant to KRS 237.110 may carry a firearm or other concealed deadly weapon on or about their persons at all times within the Commonwealth of Kentucky, if the firearm or concealed deadly weapon is carried in conformity with the requirements of KRS 237.110[that section].  Unless otherwise specifically provided by the Kentucky Revised Statutes or applicable federal law, no criminal penalty shall attach to carrying a concealed firearm or other deadly weapon with a concealed deadly weapon license[permit] or pursuant to Section 1 of this Act at any location at which an unconcealed firearm or other deadly weapon may be constitutionally carried. [No person or organization, public or private, shall prohibit a person licensed to carry a concealed deadly weapon from possessing a firearm, ammunition, or both, or other deadly weapon in his or her vehicle in compliance with the provisions of KRS 237.110 and 237.115. Any attempt by a person or organization, public or private, to violate the provisions of this subsection may be the subject of an action for appropriate relief or for damages in a Circuit Court or District Court of competent jurisdiction.]

(6)[(5)]
(a)
The following persons, if they hold a license to carry a concealed deadly weapon pursuant to KRS 237.110, may carry a firearm or other concealed deadly weapon on or about their persons at all times and at all locations within the Commonwealth of Kentucky, without any limitation other than as provided in this subsection:
1.
A Commonwealth's attorney or assistant Commonwealth's attorney;

2.
A county attorney or assistant county attorney;

3.
A justice or judge of the Court of Justice; and

4.
A retired or senior status justice or judge of the Court of Justice.

(b)
[The provisions of this subsection shall not authorize a person specified in this subsection to carry a concealed deadly weapon in a detention facility as defined in KRS 520.010 or on the premises of a detention facility without the permission of the warden, jailer, or other person in charge of the facility, or the permission of a person authorized by the warden, jailer, or other person in charge of the detention facility to give such permission. As used in this section, "detention facility" does not include courtrooms, facilities, or other premises used by the Court of Justice or administered by the Administrative Office of the Courts.

(c)
]A person specified in this section who is issued a concealed deadly weapon license shall be issued a license which bears on its face the statement that it is valid at all locations within the Commonwealth of Kentucky and may have such other identifying characteristics as determined by the Department of Kentucky State Police.

(7)[(6)
(a)
Except provided in this subsection, the following persons may carry concealed deadly weapons on or about their person at all times and at all locations within the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

1.
An elected sheriff and full-time and part-time deputy sheriffs certified pursuant to KRS 15.380 to 15.404 when expressly authorized to do so by the unit of government employing the officer;

2.
An elected jailer and a deputy jailer who has successfully completed Department of Corrections basic training and maintains his or her current in-service training when expressly authorized to do so by the jailer; and

3.
The department head or any employee of a corrections department in any jurisdiction where the office of elected jailer has been merged with the office of sheriff who has successfully completed Department of Corrections basic training and maintains his or her current in-service training when expressly authorized to do so by the unit of government by which he or she is employed.

(b)
]The provisions of this section[subsection] shall not authorize a person [specified in this subsection ]to carry a concealed deadly weapon in a detention facility as defined in KRS 520.010 or on the premises of a detention facility without the permission of the warden, jailer, or other person in charge of the facility, or the permission of a person authorized by the warden, jailer, or other person in charge of the detention facility to give such permission. As used in this section, "detention facility" does not include courtrooms, facilities, or other premises used by the Court of Justice or administered by the Administrative Office of the Courts.

[(7)
(a)
A full-time paid peace officer of a government agency from another state or territory of the United States or an elected sheriff from another territory of the United States may carry a concealed deadly weapon in Kentucky, on or off duty, if the other state or territory accords a Kentucky full-time paid peace officer and a Kentucky elected sheriff the same rights by law. If the other state or territory limits a Kentucky full-time paid peace officer or elected sheriff to carrying a concealed deadly weapon while on duty, then that same restriction shall apply to a full-time paid peace officer or elected sheriff from that state or territory.

(b)
The provisions of this subsection shall not authorize a person specified in this subsection to carry a concealed deadly weapon in a detention facility as defined in KRS 520.010 or on the premises of a detention facility without the permission of the warden, jailer, or other person in charge of the facility, or the permission of a person authorized by the warden, jailer, or other person in charge of the detention facility to give such permission. As used in this section, "detention facility" does not include courtrooms, facilities, or other premises used by the Court of Justice or administered by the Administrative Office of the Courts.]

(8)
Any other statute to the contrary notwithstanding, a firearm or other deadly weapon shall not be deemed concealed on or about the person if it is located in a [glove compartment, regularly installed in a ]motor vehicle[ by its manufacturer, regardless of whether said compartment is locked, unlocked, or does not have a locking mechanism].[ No person or organization, public or private, shall prohibit a person from keeping a firearm or ammunition, or both, or other deadly weapon in a glove compartment of a vehicle in accordance with the provisions of this subsection. Any attempt by a person or organization, public or private, to violate the provisions of this subsection may be the subject of an action for appropriate relief or for damages in a Circuit Court or District Court of competent jurisdiction.

(9)
Carrying a concealed weapon is a Class A misdemeanor, unless the defendant has been previously convicted of a felony in which a deadly weapon was possessed, used, or displayed, in which case it is a Class D felony.]
Section 3.   KRS 527.040 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
A person is guilty of possession of a firearm by a convicted felon when he or she possesses, manufactures, or transports a firearm when he or she has been convicted of a felony, as defined by the laws of the jurisdiction in which he or she was convicted, in any state or federal court and has not:

(a)
Been granted a full pardon by the Governor of Kentucky for an offense against the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the authorized authority in another state of the United States for an offense against that state, or by the President of the United States for an offense against the United States; or

(b)
Been granted relief by the Attorney General of the United States [Secretary of the Treasury ]pursuant to the Federal Gun Control Act of 1968, as amended.

(2)
Possession of a firearm by a convicted felon is a Class D felony unless the firearm possessed is a handgun in which case it is a Class C felony.

(3)
The provisions of this section shall apply to any youthful offender convicted of a felony offense under the laws of this Commonwealth. The exceptions contained in KRS 527.100 prohibiting possession of a handgun by a minor shall not apply to this section.

(4)
The provisions of this section with respect to handguns, shall apply only to persons convicted after January 1, 1975, and with respect to other firearms, to persons convicted after July 15, 1994.

Section 4.   KRS 150.172 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Any person who is not prohibited by state or federal law from possessing a firearm may carry openly, or may carry concealed on or about his or her person pursuant to Section 1 of this Act, KRS 237.110, 237.138 to 237.142 or Section 2 of this Act, a firearm and ammunition for that firearm for purposes of self-defense and defense of others while hunting, fishing, trapping, or engaging in any other activity not constituting a crime under KRS Chapter 218A or Chapters 500 to 534, and may do so on any public lands under the control of the department and on any private land under the control of the department, unless the owner of the private land has posted notice that concealed deadly weapons are not allowed in a building where they may be prohibited pursuant to KRS 237.110 or 237.115.

(2)
(a)
A person may use a firearm, if he or she is not prohibited by state or federal law from possessing a firearm, or may use any other deadly weapon, at any time and during any season to:

1.
Kill or attempt to kill an animal, whether protected or unprotected, in self-defense or defense of another person; or

2.
Kill or attempt to kill an injured animal for humane purposes.

(b)
An arrest shall not be made, except upon a warrant issued by a judge of a court of competent jurisdiction, and a citation shall not be issued by a peace officer if an animal is killed under circumstances described in paragraph (a) of this subsection.

(c)
A citation may be issued by a peace officer who witnesses the killing of an animal in violation of a statute or federal regulation under circumstances different from those described in paragraph (a) of this subsection.

(d)
An arrest warrant or a summons may be issued by a judge of a court of competent jurisdiction, upon application of the appropriate county attorney, if the court believes that there is sufficient cause to doubt the claim that the animal was killed under circumstances described in paragraph (a) of this subsection.

(3)
In cases where an animal is killed and there is a claim that the animal was killed under circumstances described in paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of this section, the department shall provide forensic evidence or other competent evidence as to how the animal was killed and the circumstances surrounding the event.

(4)
The department shall not promulgate administrative regulations restricting any right provided by this section or the spirit thereof.

(5)
This section shall not apply to the killing, wounding, or other prohibited act relating to specific wildlife which are protected by the federal Endangered Species Act, 16 U.S.C. secs. 1531 to 1544; federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 16 U.S.C. secs. 703 to 712; or federal Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, 16 U.S.C. secs. 668 to 668d.

(6)
The principles contained in KRS Chapter 503 relating to the use of force and deadly force against human beings shall apply to acts where wildlife is involved.

Section 5.   KRS 237.102 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
No person, unit of government, or governmental organization shall have the authority to suspend, revoke, limit the use of, or impair the validity of a concealed deadly weapon license issued pursuant to KRS 237.110, or a foreign license which is recognized as valid pursuant to KRS 237.110, unless the license is revoked for the reasons specified in KRS 237.110  and the revocation is done in the manner specified in KRS 237.110.

(2)
No person, unit of government, or governmental organization shall have the authority to suspend, revoke, limit the use of, or impair the validity of a concealed deadly weapon license which is issued pursuant to KRS 237.138 to 237.142 unless the license is revoked for the reasons specified in KRS 237.110 or 237.138 to 237.142.

(3)
No action which may be taken pursuant to KRS Chapter 39A shall apply with regard to a license specified in this section or to a person who is the holder of a license specified in this section.

(4)
The prohibitions against a person, unit of government, or government organization acting as provided in this section shall also apply to a person who is permitted to carry a concealed firearm or other deadly weapon without a license or permit on or about his or her person pursuant to Section 1 of this Act.

Section 6.   KRS 237.106 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Any other statute to the contrary notwithstanding, no person, including but not limited to an employer, who is the owner, lessee, or occupant of real property shall prohibit any person who is legally entitled to possess a firearm from possessing a firearm, part of a firearm, ammunition, or ammunition component in a vehicle on the property.

(2)
A person, including but not limited to an employer, who owns, leases, or otherwise occupies real property may prevent a person who is prohibited by state or federal law from possessing a firearm or ammunition from possessing a firearm or ammunition on the property.

(3)
Except for a person prohibited from possessing a firearm under Section 1 or 2 of this Act, any other statute to the contrary notwithstanding, a firearm may be removed from the vehicle or handled in the case of self-defense, defense of another, defense of property, or as authorized by the owner, lessee, or occupant of the property.

(4)
An employer, public or private, that fires, disciplines, demotes, or otherwise punishes an employee who is lawfully exercising a right guaranteed by this section and who is engaging in conduct in compliance with this statute shall be liable in civil damages. An employee may seek and the court shall grant an injunction against an employer who is violating the provisions of this section when it is found that the employee is in compliance with the provisions of this section.

(5)
Any person or organization, public or private, who violates or attempts to violate the provisions of this section may be subject to an action for appropriate relief, damage, or a combination thereof in a court of competent jurisdiction.

(6)
The provisions of this section shall not apply with regard to any real property:

(a)
Owned, leased, or occupied by the United States government, upon which the possession or carrying of firearms is prohibited or controlled;

(b)
Of a detention facility as defined in KRS 520.010; or

(c)
Of an elementary or secondary school unless the carrying or possession is authorized by KRS 527.070[Where a section of the Kentucky Revised Statutes specifically prohibits possession or carrying of firearms on the property].
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