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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Chief Petty Officer (SEAL) Collin T. Thomas.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Chief Petty Officer (SEAL) Collin T. Thomas, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Collin T. Thomas was born on May 2, 1977, in San Diego, California; and he traversed these earthly bounds on August 18, 2010; and

WHEREAS, Collin T. Thomas is the son of Lieutenant Colonel, USMC (Retired) Clayton Thomas and Paula Jean Trent Thomas; he is the brother of Meghan Edwards and her husband Richard Edwards; he is the uncle of Atlee Grace Edwards; he is the grandson of a maternal grandmother Norma Trent; he is the fiancé of Sarah Saunders; and he leaves behind many other family members and friends who loved him dearly; and

WHEREAS, Chief Petty Officer (SEAL) Collin T. Thomas graduated from Rowan County Senior High School in 1995 and he attended Morehead State University; and

WHEREAS, Chief Petty Officer (SEAL) Collin T. Thomas enlisted in the United States Navy on February 20, 1997; following basic training and follow-on technical instruction at Great Lakes, Illinois, he reported to Coronado, California, for Basic Underwater Demolition/SEAL training; since February 2000, he had been assigned to various East Coast-based SEAL teams; and he was also involved in numerous combat operations in Iraq and Afghanistan; and

WHEREAS, the life of Chief Petty Officer (SEAL) Collin T. Thomas ended prematurely of injuries sustained in combat operations in eastern Afghanistan; and he is the 33rd member of the Naval Special Warfare community, including both SEALs and Naval Special Warfare support personnel, killed in action since 2001; and

WHEREAS, Chief Petty Officer (SEAL) Collin T. Thomas is remembered by a senior officer in his command as "a brave American patriot and an incredibly gifted Navy SEAL . . . a man of tireless professionalism, with an inspiring passion for life, and humble demeanor . . . "; he was buried with full military honors at the Forest Lawn Memorial Gardens in Rowan County, Kentucky; and his awards and decorations include: two Bronze Star Medals with combat "V" distinguishing device, a Purple Heart, a Joint Service Commendation Medal with combat "V" distinguishing device, a Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal, six Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medals, two Combat Action Ribbons (Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom), four Good Conduct Medals; the National Defense Service Medal, the Afghanistan Campaign Medal with two campaign stars, the Iraq Campaign Medal, marksmanship medals with "expert" service device for both rifle and pistol, and a multitude of personal, unit, and campaign decorations; and 

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has the highest respect for Chief Petty Officer (SEAL) Collin T. Thomas and is deeply grateful for the ultimate sacrifice he made for the freedom of all Americans; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Chief Petty Officer (SEAL) Collin T. Thomas has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Chief Petty Officer (SEAL) Collin T. Thomas and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Chief Petty Officer (SEAL) Collin T. Thomas.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit one copy each of this Resolution to the parents of Chief Petty Officer (SEAL) Collin T. Thomas: Lieutenant Colonel, USMC (Retired) Clayton Thomas and Paula Jean Trent Thomas, 119 Brayden Drive, Hertford, North Carolina 27944; and to Sarah Saunders, C/O 119 Brayden Drive, Hertford, North Carolina 27944.
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