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A RESOLUTION declaring March 2011 as Intellectual Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month in the Commonwealth.

WHEREAS, it is estimated that between seven and eight million Americans, or one in ten families of all ages, experience intellectual disabilities, regardless of racial, ethnic, educational, social, and economic backgrounds; and

WHEREAS, nearly a quarter century ago, the advocacy movement led to President Ronald Reagan officially proclaiming March to be Intellectual Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month. In bringing intellectual developmental disabilities to the forefront, the proclamation underscored the pride and the promise of that constituency in achieving the same dreams of every American. The national declaration generated renewed respect for people with intellectual developmental disabilities, and increased awareness of the issues faced by that constituency and by their families; and

WHEREAS, the advocacy movement has made much progress including President Obama’s recent signing into law of Rosa’s Law, eliminating the use of outdated and derogatory terminology in federal legislation and elements of health care reform that will benefit people with intellectual developmental disabilities and their families who have helped to change attitudes about people with an intellectual disability; and

WHEREAS, there is an estimated three percent of people in the Commonwealth of Kentucky with an intellectual disability, many of whom are on long waiting lists for needed services and supports; and

WHEREAS, people with intellectual disabilities are valued members of society, who are our family, neighbors, classmates, co-workers, and fellow Kentuckians who find fulfillment living their everyday lives; and

WHEREAS, early intervention, education, and home and community based services continue to be critical to enabling citizens with intellectual disabilities to function and thrive; with such supports, people with intellectual disabilities can find greater opportunities to develop relationships, pursue their dreams, be included in their community, and contribute in a meaningful way to society; and

WHEREAS, The Arc of Kentucky, and 1,100 members of the state and local chapters, joins a network of self-advocates, families, agencies, and volunteers across the Commonwealth and nationally to honor the month of March as Intellectual Disabilities Awareness Month. The month will commemorate the progress toward improving the lives of people with intellectual developmental disabilities, and also highlight the challenges that remain in achieving full inclusion for people with intellectual developmental disabilities; and

WHEREAS, Intellectual Disability Awareness Month represents the will of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities to enjoy the same right as every other citizen to a self-determined life and full access to schools, employment, next door neighbors, friends, classmates, and a fulfilling life in the community;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate hereby declares March 2011 as Intellectual Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
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