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A RESOLUTION honoring the TrailBlazers Committee for Black History Month, and the 2011 honorees at the 14th annual Black History Program. 

WHEREAS, the TrailBlazers Committee was founded 14 years ago by members of State Street Baptist Church in Bowling Green. The mission of the committee was as ambitious as it was vital: "To open doors and create opportunities for the African American citizens of Bowling Green and Warren County." To promote this mission, State Street Baptist Church hosted what has since become an annual celebration. Called "Firsts in Fields of Government, Community Service, Education, Journalism, Business, Medicine, Health Care Services, and Art," the event was formed as a way to teach the youth of Bowling Green about the history of their community; and 

WHEREAS, following the second annual event, Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Taylor's Chapel AME, Seventh Street Baptist Church, and Eleventh Street Baptist Church joined State Street in honoring the "trailblazers" of Bowling Green. Each year, the program moves to one of these churches, and individuals are nominated based on input from the community as well as TrailBlazers Committee members; and 

WHEREAS, the TrailBlazers Committee's 14th Annual Black History Program will be held on February 27, 2011, at Mt. Zion Baptist Church. Once again, five prominent African American citizens have been recognized for their leadership and humanitarian qualities. These citizens represent the areas of Business, Government, and Sports/Athletics, and they have each made a positive and lasting impact on their community. The honorees are Mrs. Selia Helm-Brooks (Sports/Athletics), Ms. Lavonda Johnson (Sports/Athletics), Mr. Donald Shanklin (Business), Mr. Willie Taggart (Sports/Athletics), and Mr. Donald Smith (Government). These five citizens embody the original mission of the TrailBlazers Committee, and their deeds and good work should be commended by the community of Bowling Green and by this great Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate commends the TrailBlazers Committee for its 14 years of service to Bowling Green's African American community, and it celebrates the 14th annual Black History Program as well as the five outstanding citizens who will be honored. 

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of the TrailBlazers Committee for Black History Month, and the 2011 honorees at the 14th annual Black History Program. 

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the TrailBlazers Committee, P.O. Box 116, Bowling Green, Kentucky 42102-0116.
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