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A RESOLUTION honoring Four Roses Distillery on the occasion of being named "Whisky Magazine—Icons of Whisky America—Whisky Distiller of the Year 2011." 

WHEREAS, the historic Four Roses Distillery, located on the banks of the scenic Salt River in Anderson County, is one of Kentucky's most famous and favorite stops on the Kentucky Bourbon Trail tour; and 

WHEREAS, the signature distillery, listed on the National Register of Historic Places and featuring a unique Spanish Mission-style architecture rarely seen in the Bluegrass, recently celebrated the landmark building's 100th anniversary as a true Kentucky icon; and 

WHEREAS, as part of its annual "Icons of Whisky Awards" designed to celebrate the people and places behind the great whiskies of the world, Whisky Magazine has named Four Roses the "2011 American Distiller of the Year"; and 

WHEREAS, the magazine hailed Four Roses and Master Distiller Jim Rutledge for "stunning whiskies based on its variations of mashbills and yeast strains" featuring the distillery's ten unique Bourbon recipes; and 

WHEREAS, this overwhelming honor is a testament to the quality of Four Roses Bourbon and the hard-working distillery staff, and its resurgence as one of the world's best-known whiskies; and 

WHEREAS, the legendary history of Four Roses has now been compiled in a new book, Four Roses: The Return of a Whiskey Legend, written by Al Young, Brand Ambassador and historian for the Four Roses Distillery; and 

WHEREAS, this Honorable Body hereby congratulates Four Roses Distillery and raises a glass to its passion and pride in creating the award-winning Bourbon that is known throughout the world for its smooth, mellow taste; and 

WHEREAS, this international recognition further secures Kentucky's reputation as the Birthplace of Bourbon, producing 95 percent of America's only native spirit, and the only place where true Bourbon enthusiasts can responsibly enjoy the rich history and proud heritage of this timeless amber nectar; and 

WHEREAS, Four Roses is a key part of Kentucky's signature Bourbon and distilled spirits industry, which is responsible for 10,000 Kentucky jobs with an annual payroll of more than $440 million and $125 million in tax revenue each year; and 

WHEREAS, Four Roses also is a proud member of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail tour, one of the Commonwealth's most popular and fastest-growing attractions, with nearly two million visitors from all 50 states and more than 50 countries in the last five years alone; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate commends Four Roses Distillery on being named "2011 American Distiller of the Year" by Whisky Magazine and salutes its many outstanding economic development and tourism contributions to this great Commonwealth and to our signature Bourbon industry. 

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Julian Carroll for delivery.
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